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CONVERSION  OF  .SAUL  OF  TARSUS. 

(Continued  from  page  307.) 

Saul  having  discovered  who  it  was  that  addres¬ 
sed  him,  and  calling  to  mind  his  opposition  to  Je- 
.susof  Nazareth,  and  persecution  of  his  followers, 
trembling  and  astonished  said,  “  Lord,  what  wilt 
thou  have  me  to  do?”  ’Where  now  is  the  fierce¬ 
ness  of  the  persecutor  ?”  He  is  humbled  under 
the  mighty  hand  of  God.  The  ravening  roaring 
lion  has  become  the  gentle  lamb.  He  who, 
a  moment  since,  breathed  out  threatnings 
and  slaughter  against  the  disciples  of  the  Lord,  is 
is  now  disarmed  of  his  rage,  and  lies  prostrate  at 
the  feet  of  th6  exalted  Jesus.  How'  is  this  eftect- 
ed  ?  Saul  is  a  new  creature.  “  He  is  born  of  the 
spirit,  and  created  anew  in  Christ  Jesus  unto  good 
works.”  “  Old  things  with  him  have  passed  away 
and  behold,  all  things  have  become  new.”  “  The 
old  man  is  crucified,”  and  the  “  new  man  begins, 
to  e.xercise  his  ptovers.”  The  glorious  Jesus  did 
not  appear  to  him  surrounded  wdth  such  a  blaze 
of  celestial  light  for  nought,  nor  was  Saul  cast 
down  in  vain.  His  darkened  understanding  was 
enlightened,  his  stubborn  wili  subdued,  and  his  af- 
i'ections  renovated.  By  faith  he  has  embraced 
Jesus.  And  hence  this  wonderful  and  sudden 
changn  of  disposition.  The  Holy  Spirit  has  taken 
up  his  residence  in  his  heart,  as  a  vital  principle 
of  new  obedience.  And  under  the  influence  of 
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tills  new  principle,  Saul  asks,  “  Lord,  what  wilt 
thou  have  me  to  do  ?”  He  is  now  willing  to  obey 
that  J  esus  of  Nazareth  whom  he  persecuted.  He 
is  willing  to  take  up  his  lot  with  the  poor  and  des¬ 
pised  disciples  of  tlie  Lamb,  and  follow  him  with¬ 
ersoever  he  goeth.  “Lord,  what  will  thou  have 
me  to  do?”  The  Lord  said  unto  him,  arise,  go  in¬ 
to  the  city,  and  it  shall  be  told  thee  what  thou 
shalt  do.’’  The  mind  of  Saul  was  too  much  agitat¬ 
ed,  perhaps,  by  the  e.vtraordinary  scene,  to  attend 
to  instruction,  and  the  place  was  too  public,  and 
the  society  of  his  sublunary  companions  was  un¬ 
favourable  for  such  communications  as  the  Lord 
would  give.  His  mind  must  have  time  to  com¬ 
pose  itself,  and  the  tranquility  and  leisure  of  soli¬ 
tude,  were  best  calculated  for  instructing  him  in 
the  great  mysteries  of  the  kingdom,  and  prepar¬ 
ing  him  to  declare  tlie  name  of  Jesus  among  the 
Gentiles. 

“  And  the  men  which  journeyed  with  him  sloo<l 
speechless,  hearing  a  voice  but  seeing  no  man.” 
There  is  an  apparent  contradiction  between  their 
account,  and  that  given  by  Paul  himself  in  the 
.x.xii  ch.  He  there  says,  that,  “  They  that  were 
with  him  saw  indeed  the  light,  and  lliey  were 
afraid  ;  but,  they  heard  not  the  voice  of  him  that 
spake  to  him.”  This  can  be  reconciled  in  two 
ways.  Either  by  supposing  the  one  to -mean, 
that  they  heard  the  sound  of  tiie  voice,  but 
that  they  did  not  distinguish  the  words.  Or, 
that  they  heard  the  voice  of  Saul,  saying,  Who  art 
thou  ?  And  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?  but 
did  not  hear  the  voice  of  Christ,  by  whom  he  was 
addressed.  And  the  verse  declares  that  they  did 
not  hear  the  voice  of  him  that  spake  to  Saul. 
These  men  stood  speechless  and  astonished,  con¬ 
founded  by  the  dazzling  light.  But  they  saw  not 
the  Lord  Jesus,  a  saving  view;  of  whom  com- 
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nianicated  new  life  to  Saul.  They  beheld  the  ex- 
ternal  display  of  glory  with  the  natural  eye,  and 
were  amazed.  But  their  darkened  minds  were 
not  illuminated  by  the  Spirit  of  Christ.  “Many 
are  called  but  few  are  chosen.”  “  And  Saul 
arose  from  the  earth  ;  and  when  his  eyes  were 
opened  he  saw  no  man  :  but  they  led  him  by  the 
hand,  and  brought  him  unto  Damascus.  And  he 
was  three  days  without  siglit,  and  neither  did  eat 
nor  drink.”  At  the  command  of  Christ,  Saul  rose 
from  the  earth.  When  he  opened  his  eyelids  he 
j>crccived  that  his  sight  was  taken  away  from  him; 
for,  ho  beheld  neither  the  glorious  Jesus,  wdio  had 
revealed  himself  to  him,  nor  any  of  the  compan¬ 
ions  of  liis  journey,  l  ie  was  totally  and  truly  blind. 
'i'hi.s  blindness  was  the  natural  etl’ect  of  the  daz¬ 
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his  compansons  would  have  been 


similarly  affected.  It  was,  therefore,  a  temporary 
panishment  infficted  by  Christ,  to  shew  Saul  that 


he  was  Omnipotent,  that  by  his  Almighty  arm  he 


could  have  crushed  him  as  a  worm  of  the  dust, 


and  it  was  likewise  an  emblem  of  that  spiritual 
blindness,  that  worse  than  Egyptian  darkness  that 
overspread  his  soul,  and  from  which  he  ha<l  so 
.'uddcnly  emerged  by  the  power  of  the  Lord.  His 
companions  perceived  that  he  w'as  blind,  and,  tak¬ 
ing  him  by  the  hand  led  him  unto  Damascus. 
Tim 5  Saul,  who  set  out  from  Jerusalem,  dealing 


on.t  tlirealenings  and  slaughter  to  the  disciples  of 
I  he  Lord,  and  c.xulting  with  tlie  joy  of  a  ffend  of 
iiell,  whoa  he  received  a  commission  to  bring  all 


whom  lie  could  find  in  his  way,  bound  w'ith  fet¬ 
ters  anvl  loaded  with  irons  to  Jerusalem  to  be  con¬ 


demned,  w'as  led  blind  unto  the  place  of  his  desti¬ 
nation,  and  the  willing  disciple  of  Jesus  of  Naza¬ 
reth  whom  he  formerly  despised  and  considered 
an  itnpostor.  “  Lord  how  unsearchable  arc  thy 
iudgnients,  and  thy  ways  past  finding  ofit.” 
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Though  Saul  was  deprived  of  his  natural  sight— 
and  continued  in  this  condition  three  days— vet 
the  eyes  ot  his  understanding  were  opened — his 
spiritual  sight  was  quickened.  He  was  enabled 
to  survey  without  distraction  his  past  life,  and  call 
to  mind  his  long  and  daring  rebellion  against  the 
God  of  Heaven.  He  had  leisure  to  compare  his 
Pharisaical  righteousness  with  the  holy  law  of 
God,  and  perceive  how  far  it  fell  short  of  its  pure 
requisitions.  He  was  enabled  to  examine  into  hi.s 
')wn  heart,  and  beheld  its  native  rlepravity  and 
awful  deformity,  and  saw  that  it  was  exceeding 
sinful.  During  this  period  of  natural  darkness  his 
mind  experienced  those  salutary  convictions  which 
lie  has  described  in  his  epistles  to  the  Romans. 
“  For  I  was  alive  without  the  law  once,  but  when 
the  commandment  came,  sin  revived,  and  I  died.” 
And  the  commandment  which  was  ordained  to 
life,  I  found  to  be  unto  death.  For  sin  taking  oc¬ 
casion  by  the  commandment,  deceived  me  and 
by  it  slew  me.  Wherefore  the  law  is  holy  ;  and 
the  commandment  holy,  and  just  and  good.” 
Paul  was  a  proud  Pharisee,  he  thought  him¬ 
self  alive  while  he  was  dead — he  perceived  not 
the  spirituality  of  the  law — that  it  reached  the 
imaginations  and  the  thoughts  of  the  heart — but 
supposed  that  it  regarded  merely  the  external  de¬ 
portment  of  man.  However,  when  the  command¬ 
ment  was  applied  to  his  conscience  by  power  and 
li^ht  from  above,  he  beheld  its  extent,  and  its  pu- 
>ity  and  l'.o)ine.ss,  and  loathed  himself  on  ac¬ 
count  of  sin  which  monster  he  now  contemplated 
in  all  its  horrid  deformity.  God  now  “  revealed 
Ills  Son  in  him,”  “  as  the  true  Messiah  the  Lord 
his  righteousness  and  strength.”  He  was  instruct¬ 
ed  in  the  great  mysteries  of  the  kingdom,  by  the 
Lord  Jesus — the  truth  was  revealed  upon  his  un¬ 
derstanding  and  heart  by  tlic  TToly  Spirit  of  pro- 
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luise,  and  thus  qualified  as  a  chosen  vessel  to  bear 
the  name  of  Christ  before  the  Gentiles,  and  kings 
and  the  children  of  Israel,  and  was  shewn  how 
great  things  he  must  suli’cr  for  Christ’s  sake.”  “For 
1  certify  to  you  brethren,  lie  afterwards  declares, 
(hat  the  go^>pol  which  is  preached  by  me  is  not  af¬ 
ter  man.  For  I  neither  received  it  of  man,  neith¬ 
er  was  I  taught  it,  but  by  the  revelation  of  Jesus 
Cinist.”  This  gospel,  accompanied  by  the  energy 
of  the  Spirit,  begot  in  him  a  full  assurance  of  faith, 
and  a  lively  hope  of  eternal  blessedness.  So  that 
he  was  enabled  in  his  after  life  toe.xclairn,  “  Who 
shall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God’s  elect? 
It  is  God  that  justifieth.  Who  is  he  that  condemn- 
eth  ?  It  is’  Christ  that  died,  yea  rather,  that  is  ris¬ 
en  again,  who  is  now  at  the  right  hand  of  God — 
who  also  maketh  intercession  for  us.  Who  shall 
separate  us  for  the  love  of  Christ  ?  Shall  tribula¬ 
tion,  or  distress,  or  persecution,-,  or  famine,  or  na¬ 
kedness,  or  peril,  or  sword.  Nay, .  in  all  these 
things,  we  are ‘more  than  conquerors  through  him 
that  loved  us.”  Amidst  the  distresses  which  sin 
occasioned  him,  and  the  consolations  that  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  afforded  him  ;  amidst  the  new  and 
astonishing  views  presented  to  his  opening  mind, 
Saul  forgot  the  necessities  of  his  body  ;  and,  spent 
all  his  time  in  the  e.xercises  of  true  repentance, 
and  in  tears  and  prayers,  and  thanksgivings.” 

From  this  passage  thus  illustrated,  we  draw  the 
following  inferences. 

1 .  The  sovereignty  and  resistless  power  of  Divine 
grace.  It  is  a  prevalent  sentiment  and  congenial 
to  the  mind  of  the  natural  man,  that  we  contribute 
something  to  our  justification  in  the  sight  of  God, 
that  God  confers  the  blessings  of  redemption,  on 
account  of  some  foreseen  qualification  in  us. 
.Some  goodness  of  disposition,  or  preparations  of 
iieart.  But  the  case  before  tis  'fully  establish- 
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es  the  doctrine  of  God’s  sovereignty,  and  dcirioa- 
strates  the  falsehood  of  this  sentiment.  What 
preparatory  qualiGcations  had  Saul  to  recommend 
him  to  the  Most  High  God  ?  Had  he  faith  ?  had 
he  repentence,  or  a  predisposition  to  embrace  Je¬ 
sus  of  J\azareth,  as  the  hope  of  glory  ?  Was  he 
disposed  to  submit  to  the  righteousness  whicli  is  of 
God  by  faith  ?  Dili  lie  come  mourning  for  his 
iniquities  with  a  godly  sorrow,  and  humbled  in  the 
dust,  imploring  the  mercy  of  God  in  Christ,  for  the 
pardon  of  his  iniquities?  Far  from  this,  his  dispo¬ 
sition  was  diametrically  opposite.  He  was  u 
proud  self-righteous  Piiarisee,  pulfcd  up  with  an 
imaginary  notion  of  his  su[)posed  excellence.  His 
heart  was  filled  with  rage,  and  bitter  enmity 
against  Jesus  the  only  Saviour,  and  breathing  oat 
fhreatnings  and  slaughter,  he  persecuted  the  disci¬ 
ples  of  the  Jjord,  and  pursued  them  to  strange 
cities.  Had  Saul  therefore,  any  recommendatory 
({ualifications  ?  Nay,  the  very  moment  previous 
to  his  conversion,  his  heart  was  filled  with  all 
those  angry  and  furious  passions,  which  excite  the 
Divine  indignation  and  abhorrence,  and  awaken 
the  sword  of  avenging  justice  for  the  destruction  of 
the  sinner,  which  drive  from  a  knowledge  of 
himself,  and  from  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  There- 
-  fore,  it  required  the  interposition,  and  exer¬ 
cise  of  Divine  power,  which  was  gloriously  dis¬ 
played.  By  the  resistless  pow’er  of  the  Spirit  of  Je¬ 
sus  moving  upon  his  heart,  his  high  imaginations 
were  brought  -low — his  proud  self-righteous  spirit 
was  subdued.  The  old  man  was  slain  by  the 
sharp  two  edged  sword,  the  fetters  which  bound  his 
soul  were  knocked  off.  Light  sprang  up  in  his 
mind,  showing  him  the  abominations  that  were 
there — he  was  made  a  new  creature,  and  all  this 
was  effected  by  the  sovereign  power  of  God.  Saul 
without  controversy,  was  saved  by  grace,  and  by 
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grace  alone.  And  his  conversion  demonstrates 
the  Almighty  power  of  God,  who  quickeneih  the 
dead,  and  calls  those  things  that  be  not  as  they 
were. 

2.  We  infer  that  the  chief  of  sinners  has  hope  of 
salvation,  when  taught  by  faith  in  Christ  Jesus.  In 
the  instance  of  conversion  before  us,  God  depart¬ 
ed  from  his  established  means  of  operation,  from 
those  means  of  grace  which  he  has  instituted,  and 
bv  the  instrumentality  of  which  he  gathers  in  his 
elect,  and  brings  many  sons  to  glory.  Upon.thcse 
means  all  men  who  have  the  o])portunity  are 
bounil  to  attend,  as  they  arc  the  ordinary  way  by 
which  sinners  are  brought  to  a  participation  of 
t!ic  benefits  of  redemption.  liy  these  mean-s, 
however,  God  himself  is  not  bound  ;  for,  he  can 
work  with  or  without  means,  according  to  his  own 
sovereign  tilcasure.  But  we  do  not  design  to  inti¬ 
mate  that  sinnei's  arc  to  derive  their  encourage¬ 
ment  from  this  e,\traordinary  mode  of  Divine 
operation.  We  say,  however,  that  they  have 
liopc,  when  they  consider  the  nature  and  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  person  upon  whom  God  operated.  Paul 
under  the  inHuencO  of  grace  after  his  conversion, 
confesses  that  he  \yas  the  chief  of  sinners,  and  in 
correspondence  with  this  declaration  we  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  draw  his  character.  He  was,  as  we 
have  said,  a  profid  self  righteous,  bigoted  and  out¬ 
rageous  Pharisee.  He  was  opposed  to  the  gospel, 
and  his  haUed  to  its  followers  was  most  violent. 
Persecution  of  the  lollowers  of  Christ  was  his 
element,  and  he  revelled  in  blood  and  slaugh¬ 
ter.  His  mind  was  highly  unfavorable  for  a 
change.  There  is  more  hope,  humanly  speak¬ 
ing,  for  the  most  abandoned  profligate,  than  there 
was  for  him ;  but,  with  God  all  things  are  possi¬ 
ble.  The  conscience  of  such  an  individual  is 
more  easily  alarmed,  when  the  Divine  law  is  ex- 
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hlbitecl  to  liitn  in  its  polity  and  e.xtciit,  liis  ul.o- 
minablc  ciiines  staro  biin  in  ll’.e  face,  r.t.({ 
while  its  awlui  dcni)ncietio/:s  e.^aiTist,  the  siniu  r 
•  are  announced,  and  ite  beholds  tiic  ligiitenings  and 
iiears  th.c  tliur.dcr  of  Sinai  ;  Ise  hunibly  will  bee  ; 
and  will  then  bo  inclined  to  listen  to  the  olficrs  of 
the  gospel.  But  Saul  wa.s  too  niadiy  self-righteoii!; 
to  listen  to  its  humiliating  doctrines.  From  ilso 
character  of  Saul,  theredbre,  the  chief  of  siniic-is 
may  derive  encouragement,  though  they  shouldnoi 
Hatter  themselves  God  will  depart  from  liis  ordinary 
means  ofoperation  toetrecttheirconversion.Thi.slif 
can  do  ;  but,  Saul  is  the  only  authentic  instance  of 
such  e.vtraordinary  interposition  of  Divine  power, 
to  snatch  a  sinner  from  the  broad  road  of  destruc¬ 
tion.  The  safest  ground,  is  to  e.xpect  the  comniu- 
nications  of  the  blessings  of  redemption,  through 
the  instituted  means,  by  which  God  displays  the 
power  and  glory  of  his  grace,  and  in  the  atten¬ 
dance  upon  these  means,  the  chief  of  sinners 
expect  through  them  the  communications  of  the 
benefits  of  salvation  promised  by  the  blood  o 
Christ  which  are  bestowed  without  money  and  with¬ 
out  price.  3.  In  the  last  place  w^e  infer  from  the 
conversion  of  Saul  the  truth  of  the  gospel.  1  am 
aware  that  every  change  of  religion  is  not  an  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  truth  of  the  system  last  embraced. 
There  are  men  of  fickle  minds  who  are  tossed 
about  by  every  wind  of  doctrine  as  the  chaff  be- 
ore  the  wind.  They  have  no  settled  principles, 
but  move  with  the  tide  of  public  sentiment.  They 
are  men  in  reality  of  no  religion,  and  w'ill  profess 
any  system  if  it  is  popular.  They  do  not  search 
often  for  the  truth  and  embrace  it  from  a  love  for 
it,  and  a  desire  to  glorify  God,  its  author  ;  but, 
are  influenced  by  fashion,  by  interest,  and  by  car¬ 
nal  ease.  They  love  the  name  of  being  religious, 
they  are  pleased  w'ith  the  forms  of  religioOi  are 
zealous,  whilst  it  promotes  their  worldly  agran- 
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(Jizement,  and  gains  them  reputation.  But  if  re¬ 
ligion  is  unfashionable,  and  the  cross  is  to  be 
borne  by  the  friends  of  Christ,  their  insincerity  is 
1  then  manifested — and  their  hollovv-heartedness 
discovered.  Such  men  never  change  their  pro- 
I  fession  unless  they  can  obtain  some  worldly  ad- 
j  vantage  by  such  a  change.  They  are  not  influ- 
I  cnced  by  the  loveliness  of  truth,  and  are  unwilling 
to  make  any  sacrifices.  Such  was  not  the  change 

I  wrought  upon  Saul,  nor  was  such  his  character. 

Saul  was  attached  to  the  religion  of  the  Pharisees, 

I  becau.sc  he  believed  it  was  the  true  one.  He  did 
f  not  give  it  a  cold  embrace,  but  was  zealous  for  its 
I  interests,  and  willing  to  fight  for  it.  His  zeal  for 
I  his  religion  was  manifested  by  his  “  breathing  out 
I  threatnings  and  slaughter”  against  the  disciples  of 
I  Christ,  and  his  daring  and  persevering  opposition 
to  the  cause  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  All  wordly 
j  advantages  were  on  the  side  of  the  religion  in 
I  which  he  was  educated.  The  Pharisees  were  the 
j  most  influential  sect  among  the  Jews.  They 

!l  were  the  mass  of  the  people  of  the  king- 
I  dom.  There  was  an  exceeding  display,  a  show  of 
I  piety  among  the  Pharisees,  calculated  to  capti- 
^  vate  the  carnal  mind  and  enchain  its  affections. 

hi  a  word  there  was  every  worldly  inducement  to 
('/  draw  an  individual  into  a  connexion  with  the  Pha- 
ri.sees.  On  the  other  hand  what  w'erc  the  worldly 
inducements  to  a  profession  of  Christianity  ? 

'  There  w'ere  none.  The  glorious  author  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  was  despised  of  men,  and  considered  a  vile 
malefactor,  and  base  impostor.  Those  who  fol- 
lowed  him  were  the  poor  of  the  earth,  and  consi¬ 
dered  the  ofiscourings  of  all  things.  All  the  world 
was  opposed  to  them.  The  professor  of  Christiani¬ 
ty  had  to  forsake  all  things,  give  up  all  worldly 
honours,  and  take  his  cross  and  go  without  the 
1  camp,  bearing  the  reproach  of  Christ.  But  this 
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was  not  all.  lie  had  not  only  to  abandon  all 
worldly  honor,  and  submit  to  the  scorn  of  men  ; 
but,  his  profes.sion  exposed  him  to  ten  thousand 
dangers — and  even  death  itself.  At  the  A  cry  mo¬ 
ment  of  Saul’s  conversion,  no  doubt,  many  f>f  tiic 
followers  of  Christ  were  pining  in  the  dungeons  of 
.ferusalem,  oppressed  with  the  weight  of  their  gal¬ 
ling  chains,  and  others  l»ad  already  sealed  their 

testimony  with  their  heart’s  blood.  Notwithstancl- 

•/ 

ing,  hoAveyer,  Saul’s  solid  attachment  to  his  reli¬ 
gion,  and  deep  rooted  hatred  of  Jesus  of  A  azarcth 
even  in  the  midst  of  his  greatest  rage  against  his 
folloAV’crs,  in  a  moment  Ave  behold  lum  changing 
sides,  and  from  a  ruthless  persecutor  becoming  a 
soldier  of  the  Cross,  and  zealous  preacher  of  the 
gospel.  Wc  behold  him  enduring  Avith  patience 
the  scorn  and  persecution  of  his  JcAvish  brethren, 
and  travelling  on  foot  through  the  Gentile  vawM 
jAroclaiming  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  through 
the  righteousness  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  Hoav 
can  Ave  account  for  this  Avon  derful  change  ?  and 
Avdiat  is  our  inference  ?  It  can  be  accounted  for 
upon  no  other  principle,  than,  that  Paul  Avas  con- 
A'crted  by  the  Almighty  poAver  of  Christ ;  and,  our 
inference  is,  that  the  gospel  is  the  eternal  truth  of 
the  eternal  God.  In  like  manner,  by  taking  this  e.\- 
ample  for  our  guide,  aa'c  may  ascertain  the  religion 
of  Christ  from  the  clashing  systems  of  the  Avorld. 
Do  men  of  knoAvn  integrity  and  sound  mind, 
abandon  a  religion  Avhich  holds  out  to  them  pros¬ 
pects  of  Avealth  and  ease  and  Avorldly  grandeur,  do 
they  take  up  the  cross  like  Paul,  and  sTibmit  to  the 
reproach  and  scorn  of  men,  turn  their  backs  upon 
the  Avorld,  and  connect  themselves  Avith  the  poor 
and  desj)ised  ofthc  earth?  We  must  belicAe  that 
those  men  arc  influenced  by  the  Spirit  of  Christ, 
that  they  arc  honest  men,  and  the  system  Av'.iich 
they  embrace  is  the  truth.  For  the  true  church 
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r)[  Christ,  since  the  rise  of  Anti-Christ  has  been  in 
the  wilderness,  liis  people  are  poor  and  despised,  and 
his  truth  hated  and  rejected  by  the  gay,  the  noble 
and  the  worldly.  And  by  this  wonderful  display 
of  the  power  of  Christ  in  converting  Saul  of  Tar- 
-r.s  from  a  ruthless  persecutor  into  a' zealous  and 
faitliful  minister  of  the  gospel,  the  faith  of  the  true 
ibiiowers  of  the  Lamb  should  be  strengthened, 
and  they  should  look  forward  with  a  joyful  assu¬ 
rance,  tliat  he  will  speedily  subdue  the  nations, 
and  bring  them  under  his  sceptre  as  willing  sub¬ 
jects,  when  Zion  shall  put  on  her  Millennial  glory, 
and  kings  shall  be  her  nursing  fathers,  and  queens 
her  nursing  mothers,  and  the  mountain  of' the 
Lord’s  house  shall  be  established  upon  the  tops  of 
the  mountains,  and  exalted  above  the  hills,  all  na¬ 
tions  shall  flow  into  it,  and  when  there  shall  be 
appointed  to  those  who  mourn  in  Zion,  beauty  for 
ashes,  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning  and  the  garment 
of  praise  for  the  spirit  of  heaviness.”  Happy  times ! 
ict  tiicm  sii)g  in  the  exalted  strains  of  inspiration  ; 

‘‘  O  thou  that  cart  the  Mighty  One, 

'Fliv  sv/ord  girt  on  thy  thigh  ; 

Even  with  thy  glory  excellent, 

And  with  thy  Majesty. 

For  meekness  truth  and  righteousness 
In  state  ride  prosperously  ; 

And  thy  rigVit  hand  shall  thee  instruct 
In  things  that  fearful  be. 

Thine  arrow'^s  sharply  pierce  the  heart 
Of  the  enemies  of  the  King  ; 

And  under  thy  subjection 
The  people  down  do  bring.” 


SKETCHES  OF  THE  REFORMATION - SCOTLAND. 

It  is  hardly  conceivable,  that  Kno.x  and  the  first 
Scottish  Reformers  aimed,  in  the  commencement 
of  their  labours  at  so  much,  as  they  were  the  in¬ 
struments  of  accornplishing.  The  whole  power 
of  the  government — all  <he  nobility  and  the  ofii- 
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cers  of  the  army  were  interested  in  the  support  of 
the  reigning  superstition.  It  mingled  itself  with 
all  the  pursuits  of  commerce,  agriculture  and  the 
arts.  All  places  of  worship  were  in  the  possession 
of  the  Romish  priesthood,  and  they  had  almost  the 
entire  controul  of  public  sentiment.  There  was 
nothing  like  the  freedom  of  discussion,  and  liberal 
modes  of  thought,  to  which  we  arc  accustomed  in 
this  country.  The  government  dreaded  the  priest¬ 
hood  by  whom  it  was  supported,  through  the  terrors 
of  ecclesiastical  anathemas  thundered  against  any 
one  who  dared  to  call  in  question  the  right  of  the 
occupants  of  power  to  reign,  or  the  tenor  of  their 
administration  of  public  affairs.  And  to  broach 
any  doctrine  not  sanctioned  by  the  Popish  bishops, 
lo  question  the  truth  of  the  dogmas  of  tlie  Popish 
church,  or  her  modes  of  worship,  or  her  forn;  of 
government,  was  held  to  be  nearly  the  same  thing 
as  treason  against  the  government.  The  state  of 
things  in  the  neighbouring  kingdom  of  England, 
was  still  worse  ;  and,  from  Ireland,  no  aid  was  to 
be  e.xpected.  The  continential  powers  were  all 
Popish,  except  the  consistory  of  the  little  republic 
of  Geneva,  which  began  to  experience,  about  that 
time,  some  melioration.  What  could,  to  the  eye 
of  sense,  be  more  unreasonable,  than  that  a  plain 
man  like  Knox,  and  a  few  other  poor  men  such  as 
he  was,  possessed  of  no  civil  power,  having  no 
great  family  connections,  should  revolutionize  the 
kingdom  in  the  course  of  about  eighty  years  ? 
That  they  did  so,  in  fact,  is  to  be  accounted  for  on 
no  other  principles  than  those  by  w’hich  we  ac¬ 
count  for  the  progress  of  Chri.stianity  in  the  days 
of  the  Apostles  and  in  the  ages  immediately  suc¬ 
ceeding. 

The  Reformers  preached  <he  truth  of  the  gos¬ 
pel,  vVhich  was  “mighty  through  God  to  the  pul¬ 
ling  down  of  strong  holds  and  was  made  by  the 
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power  of  theUoiy  Spirit,  “the  wisdom  of  God  and 
flic  power  of  God”  to  the  salvation  of  sinners. 
Tliey  were  reviled,  slandered,  and  persecuted,  like 
the  Apostles  and  Evangelists.  But  they  “  held 
last  and  sutlercd  no  man  to  take  their  crown.” 
Nothing  could  discourage  them  :  “  the  more  they 
were  oppressed,  the  more,  they  multiplied  aiid 
iirew.”  Knox  was  sometimes  hunted  “  like  a 
partridge  on  the  mountains,”  ho  was  shot  at,  and 
conijrelled  to  fly  from  his  country  to  escape  liic 
rage  of  his  enemies.  But  God  raised  him  up 
friends,  who  embraced  the  truth  which  he  preach¬ 
ed,  felt  its  power  and  enjoyed  its  consolations. 
From  Geneva,  where  he  found  an  assylum  for 
some  years,  he  brought  to  Scotland,  the  Presbyte¬ 
rian  form  of  church  government,  which  recom¬ 
mended  itself  by  its  primitive  simplicity,  bj’  its  Di¬ 
vine  authority,  and  by  the  security  which  it  gave 
lothe  rights  of  the  people.  It  was  adoptcfl  by  all 
who  forsook  the  Popish  idoiatiy,  and  embrared 
the  truth.  A  Confession  of  Faith  was  formed,  and 
books  of  discipline  drawn  up,  which  exhibited  the 
system  of  gospel  truth  and  ecclesiastical  oider  in 
greater  simplicity  and  perspicuity,  than  any  of  the 
Continental  formulas.  Around  these  instruments, 
a  learned,  godly,  and  zealous  body  of  men  rallied. 
The  number  of  ministers  increased  ;  numerous 
congregations  were  organized,  under  the  regmicn 
of  die  kirk-session  ;  Presbyteries  were  instituted, 
and  an  assembly,  with  delegated  powers  was  insti¬ 
tuted  for  the  government  of  the  whole  Reformed 
church  in  Scotland.  This  is  the  origin  of  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  Presbyterianism  in  Scotland,  and 
from  which  has  been  derived  all  tliat  exists  of  the 
same  form,  of  chmeh  government  in  Englami,  Ire¬ 
land  and  in  the  United  States.  After  the  death 
of  K  nox,  and  of  those  who  with  liim  were  thein^tru- 
ments  of  commenejng  this  glorious  Reformation, 
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(he  cause  continued  to  prosper  in  the  hands  of 
their  successors ;  and  it  only  remained  thet  the 
church  and  kingdom  should  bind  themselves  by 
solemn  covenant,  to  maintain  this  system  against 
all  its  adversaries.  The  manner  in  which  they 
did  this  appears  by  the  following  documents.  The 
defence  of  the  gospel,  of  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
and  of  the  kingdom,  required  these  measures. 

Jlssenihly  at  Edinburgh^  August  20 1639,  Sess.  £3. 

Act  ordaining,  by  Ecclesiastical  Authority,  the  Subscription  of 
the  Confession  of  Faith  and  Covenant,  with  the  AsstnAly's 
declaration. 

“  The  General  Assembly  considering.the  great 
happiness  which  may  flow  from  a  full  and  perfect 
inion  of  this  kirk  and. kingdom,  by  joining  of  all 
in  one  and  the  same  covenant  with -God,  with  the 
King’s  Majesty,  and  amongst  ourselves  ;  having; 
by  our  great  oath,  declared  the  uprightness  and 
1  oyalty  of  our  intentions  in  all  our  proceedings  ; 
and  having  withal  supplicated  his  Majesty’s  High 
Commissioner,  and  the  Lords  of  his  Majesly’s 
honourable  privy  council,  to  enjoin,  by  act  of 
council,  all  the  lieges  in  time  coming  to  subscribe 
the  Confession  . of  Faith  and  Covenant :  which  .as 
a  testimony  of  our  fidelity  to  God,  and  loyalty  to 
our  King,  w'e  have  subscribed:  And  seeing  his 
Majesty’s  high  Commissioner,  and  the  Lords  of 
his  Majesty’s  honourable  privy  council,  has  grant¬ 
ed  the  desire  of  our  supplication,  ordaining,  by  ci¬ 
vil  authority,  all' his  .Majesty’s  lieges,  in  time  cem- 
ing,  to  subscribe  the  foresaid  Covenant:  that  our 
union,  may  be  the  more  full  and  perfect,  we,  by 
our  act  and  constitution  ecclesiastical,  do  approve 
the  aforesaid  Covenant  in  all  the  heads  and  claus¬ 
es  thereof ;  and  ordain  of  new,  under  all  ecclesias¬ 
tical  censure,  That  all  the  masters. of  universities, 
colleges,  and  schools,  all  scholars  at  the  passing  of 
their  degrees,  all  persons  suspected  of  Papistry, 
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or  any  other  error  ;  and  finally,  all  the  members' 
<»f  the  kirk  and  kingdom,  subscribe  the  same,  with 
these  words  prcfixe^l  to  their  subscription,  “  The 
article  of  this  covenant,  which  was  the  first  sub¬ 
scription  referred  to  the  determination  of  the  Ge¬ 
neral  Assembly,  being  dcterinined  ;  and  thereby 
the  five  articles  of  Perth,  the  government  of  the 
kirk  by  bishops,  the  civil  places  and  power  of  kirk- 
inen,  upon  the  reasons  and  grounds  contained  in. 
the  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly,  declared  to  be 
unlawful  within  this  kirk  ;  We  subscribe  accord- 
iiijr  to  t!io  determination  foresaid.”  And  ordain 

k.  J 

t!ic  Covenant,  with  this  declaration,  to  be  insert 
in  the  registers  of  the  Assemblies  of  this  kirk,  ge¬ 
neral,  provincial,  and  presbyterial,ad 
viemoriam.  And  in  all  hutoility  supplicate  his  Ma¬ 
jesty’s  high  Commissioner,  and  .the  honourable* 
Estates  of  Parliafiient,  by  their  authority,  to  ratify 
un  le.njoin  tlie  same,  under  all  civil  pains  which 
will  teud  to  the  glory  of  God,  presorvalmn  of  reli¬ 
gion,  the  Kmg's  Majesty’s  honor,  and  perfect, 
peace  of  this  kiik  and  kingdom.” 

Citarles  1\  ParL  2.  Act,  5. 

tha  of  t-i2  Coysaint,  ani  of  ih'a  Vssem- 

S  1 3 pliciAti  >  i,  \jt  of  Co’iiicil,  aa  I  \ct  of  \33embly  con- 
If.  At  Eliabir:'!'!.  J  1113  11,  164Q. 

Tije  E  states  of  Ihirliament,  presently  convened 
hy  ills  Mxje;ty^s  special  autliority,  considering  the 
i^application  of  t!ie  (ieneral  Assembly  at  Edin- 
i)  irgli.  the  1 '2th  of  August  1639,  to  liis  Miiestv’s 
hig’i  Cem.nissioner,  and  the  Lords  of  his  Majes- 
fy’s  lioneurabie  privy  council;  and  the  act  of 
'.ouncil  of  t'le  12th  of  August  1G39,  containing 
the  answer  of  the  said  suj)plication :  and  the  act 
"ftliesaid  G  eueral  Assembly,  orJ. lining,  by  their 
f'cclesiastical  constitution,  the  subscription  of  the 
Confession  of  I'aith  and  C-jvenarit  mentioned  in 
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their  supplication  ;  and  withal,  having  supplicated 
his  Majesty  to  ratify,  and  enjoin  the  same  by  his 
royal  authority,  under  all  civil  pains,  as  tending  to 
tlie  glory  of  (iod,  tlie  preservation  of  religion,  the 
King’s  Majesty’s  honour,  and  the  perfect  peace  of 
this  kirk  and  kingdom  ;  do  ratify  and  approve  the 
said  supplication,  act  of  Council,  and  act  of  As¬ 
sembly  ;  and,  conform  thereto,  ordain  and  cont- 
mand  the  said  Confession  and  Covenant  to  be 
subscribed  by  all  his  Majesty’s  subjects,  of  what 
rank  and  quality  soever,  under  all  civil  pains ;  and 
ordain  the  said  supplication,  act  of  Council,  and 
act  of  the  Assembly,  with  the  whole  Confession 
and  Covenant  it.scdf,  to  be  insert  and  registratc  in 
-tlie  acts  and  books  of  parifament,  and  also  or¬ 
dain  the  seamen  to  be  presented  at  the  entry  of 
livery  parliament,  and,  before  they  proceed  to  any 
Other  act,  that  the  same  be  publicly  read,  and 
sworn  by  the  whole  members  of  parliament  claim- 
ill"  voice  therein :  otherwise  the  refusers  to  sub- 
scribe  and  swear  the  same  shall  have  no  place  nor 
voice  in  parliament:  And  sicklike,  ordain  all 
judges,  magistrates,  or  other  officers,  of  whatsoever 
place,  rank,  or  quality,  and  ministers  at  their  en¬ 
try,  to  sw'ear  and  subscribe  the  samen  Covenant, 
whereof  the  tenor  follows. 


Tije  Ncitional  Covcnrint,  or,  the  Confe^ftion  of  FaUh  : 

Subscribed  at  first  by  the  King’s  Ivlajesty,  and 
his  Household,  in  the  year  1 580 ;  thereafter  by  per¬ 
sons  of  all  ranks  in  the  year  1581,  by  ordinance 
of  the  Lords  of  secret  council,  and  acts  of  the 
General  Assembly  :  subscribed  again  by  all 
sorts  of  persons  .in  the  year  1590,  by  a  new  or¬ 
dinance  of  council,  at  the  desire  of  the  General 
Assembly ;  with  a  general  bond  for  the  main¬ 
taining  of  the  true  Ch'iristian  religion,  and  the 
King’.s  person ;  and,  together  with  a  resolution 
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and  promise,  for  the  causes  after  expressed,  to 
maintain  the  true  religion,  and  the  King’s  Ma¬ 
jesty,  according  to  the  foresaid  Confession 
and  acts  of  Parliament,,  subscribed  by  Barons,. 
Nobles,  Gentlemen,  Burgesses,  Ministers,  and 
Commons,  in  the  year  1638  :  approved  by  .the 
General  Assembly  1638  and  1639  :  and  subscrib¬ 
ed  again  by  persons  of  all  ranks  and  qualities  in 
the  year  1639;  by  an  ordinance  of  council,  up¬ 
on  the  supplication  of  the  General  Assembly, 

!  and  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  ratified  by  an 
Act  of  Parliament  1640;  and  subscribed  by 
King  Charles  II.  at  Spey,  June  23,  1650,  and 
Scoon,  January  1,  1651.. 

We  all  and  every  one  of  us  under-written,  pro¬ 
test,  That  after  long  and  due  examination  of  our 
I  own  consciences  in  matters  of  true  and  false  re- 
j  ligion,  we  are  now  thoroughly  resolved  in  the  truth 
I  by  the  word  and  Spirit  of  God  :  and  therefore  we 

I  believe  with  our  hearts,  confess  with  our  mouths, 

subscribe  with  our  hands,  and  constantly  affirm; 
before  God  and  the  whole  world,  that  this  only  is 
the  true  Christian  faith  and  religion,  pleasing  God; 
and  bringing  salvation  to  man,  which  now  is,  by 
the  mercy  ot  God,  revealed  to  the  world  by  the 
preaching  of  the  blessed  evangel ;  and  is  received, 
believed,  and  defended  by  many  and  sundry  nota¬ 
ble  kirks  and  realms,  but  chiefly  by  the  kirk  of 
Scotland,  the  King’s  Majesty,  and  the  three  estates 
of  this  realm,  as  God’s  eternal  truth,  and  only 
ground  of  our  salvation  ;  as  more  particularly  is 
expressed  in  the  Confession  of  ouv  Faith,  esta¬ 
blished  and  publicly  confirmed  by  sundry  acts  of 
Parliaments,  and' now  of  along  time  hath  been 
openly  professed  by  the  King’s  Majesty,  and  the 
whole  body  of  this  realm  both  in  burgh  and  landi; 
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To  the  which  Confession  and  Form  of  Religion 
we  willingly  agree  in  our  conscience  in  all  points, 
as  unto  God’s  undoubted  truth  and  verity,  ground¬ 
ed  only  upon  his  written  word.  And  therefore  we 
abhor  and  detest  all  contrary  religion  and  doc¬ 
trine  ;  but  chiefly  all  kind  of  Papistry  in  general 
and  particular  heads  even  as  they  are  now  damn¬ 
ed  *  and  confuted  by  the  word  of  God  and  Kirk  of 
Scotland.  But,  in  special,  we  detest  and  refuse 
the  usurped  authority  of  that  Roman  Antichrist 
upon  the  scriptures  of  God,  upon  the  kirk,  the  civil 
magistrates,  and  consciences  of  men  ;  all  his  tyr- 
rannous  law’s  made  upon  indiflerent  things 
against  our  Christian  liberty  ;  his  corrupted  doc¬ 
trine  concerning  original  sin,  our  natural  inability 
and  rebellion  to  God’s  law,  our  justification  by 
faith  only,  our  imperfect  sanctification  and  obedi¬ 
ence  to  the  law  ;  the  nature,  number,  and  use  of 
the  holy  sacraments  ;  his  five  bastard  sacraments, 
with  all  his  rites,  ceremonies,  and  false  doctrine, 
added  to  the  ministration  of  the  true  sacraments 
without  the  word  of  God ;  his  cruel  judgment 
against  infants  departing  without  the  sacrament ; 
his  absolute  necessity  of  baptism ;  his  blasphe¬ 
mous  opinion  of  transubstantiation,  or  real  pre¬ 
sence  of  Christ’s  body  in  the  elements,  and  receiv¬ 
ing  of  the  same  by  the  wicked,  or  bodies  of  men ; 
his  dispensations  with  solemn  oaths,  perjuries,  and 
degrees  of  marriage  forbidden  in  the  word  ;  his 
cruelty  against  the  innocent  divorced  ;  his  devilish 
mass  ;  his  blasphemous  priesthood  ;  his  profane 
sacrifice  for  gins  of  the  dead  and  the  quick  ;  his 
canonization  of  men  ;  calling  upon  angels  or  saints 
departed,  worshipping  ofimagery,  relics  and'eross- 
es  ;  dedicating  of  kirks,  altars,  days ;  vow's  to 
creatures  ;  his  purgatory,  prayers  for  the  dead  ■; 

That  is,  condemned. 
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j>raying  or  speaking  in  a  strange  language,  with 
his  processions  and  blasphemous  litany,  and  mul¬ 
titude  of  advocates  or  mediators  ;  his  manifold  or¬ 
ders  :  auricular  confession  ;  his  desperate  and 
uncertain  repentance ;  his  general  and  doubt- 
some  faith  ;  his  satisfactions  of  men  for  their  sins  ; 
his  justification  by  works  opus  operalurn,  works  of 
supererogation,  merits,  pardons,  peregrinations, 
and  stations  ;  his  holy  water,  baptizing  of  bells, 
conjuring  of  spirits,  crossing,  sayning,  anointing, 
conjuring,  hallowing  of  God’s  good  creatures,  with 
the  superstitious  hierarchy  ;  his  three  solemn  vows 
with  all  his  shavellings  of  sundry  sorts  ;  his  erro¬ 
neous  and  bloody  decrees  made  at  Trent,  with  all 
tlie  subscribers  or  approvers  of  that  cruel  and, 
bloody  band,  conjured  against  the  kirk  of  God. 
And  finally,  we  detest  all  his  vain  allegories,  rites, 
signs,  and  traditions  brought  in  the  kirk,  without 
or  against  the  word  of  God,  and  doctrine  of  this 
true  reformed  kirk  ;  to  the  which  we  join  ourselves 
willingly,  in  doctrine,  faith,  religion,  discipline, 
and  use  of  the  holy  sacraments,  as  lively  members 
of  the  same  in  -  Christ  our  head  ;  promising  and 
swearing,  by  the  great  name  of  the  LORD  our 
GOD,  that  we  shall  continue  in  the  obedience  of 
the  doctrine  and  discipline  of  this  kirk,*  and  shall 
defend  the  same,  according  to  our  vocation  and 
power,  all  the  days  of  our  lives  ;  under  the  pains 
contained  in  the  law,  and  danger  both  of  body  and 
soul  in  the  day  of  God’s  fearful  judgment. 

And  seeing  that  many  are  stirred  up  by  Satan, 
and  that  Roman  Antichrist,  to  promise,  swear, 
subscribe,  and  for  a  time  use  the  holy  sacraments 

*  The  Confession  which  was  subscribed  at  Holyrood-bouse,  the 
25th  of  February  1587-8,  by  the  King,  Lennox,  Huntly,  the 
Chancellor,  and  about  ninety  five  other  persons,  hath  here  added, 

agreeing  to  the  word.”  Sir  John  Maxwell  of  Pollack  hath  the 
original  parchment. 


356  Sketches  of  the  Reformation — Scotland. 

in  the  kirk  deceitfully,  against  their  own  con¬ 
science ;  minding  hereby,  first,  under  the  cxtcrnni 
cloak 'of  religion,  to  corrupt  and  subvert  secrctiv 
God’s  true  religion  within  the  kirk  ;  and  after- 
ward,  when  time  may  serve,  to  become  open  ene¬ 
mies  and  persecutors  of  the  same,  under  vain  hope 
of  the  Pope’s  dispensation,  devised  against  the 
word  of  God,  to  his  greater  confusion,  and  then- 
double  condemnation  in  the  day  of  the  Lord  Je¬ 
sus  :  we  therefore,  willing  to  take  away  all  suspi- 
cion  of  hypocrisy,  and  of  such  double  dealing  with 
God  and  his  kirk,  protest,  and  call  the  Searcher  of 
all  hearts  for  witness,  that  our  minds  and  hearts 
do  fully  agree  with  this  our  Confession,  promise, 
oath,  and  subscription  ;  so  that  we  are  not  moved 
with  any  worldly  respect,  but  are  persuaded  only 
in  our  conscience,  through  the  knowledge  and  love 
of  God’s  true  religion  imprinted  in  our  hearts  by 
the  Holy  Spirit,  as  we  shall  answer  to  him  in  the 
day  when  the  secrets  of  all  hearts  shall  be  disclos¬ 
ed. 

And  because  we  perceive,  that  the  quietness 
and  stability  of  our  religion  and  kirk  doth  de¬ 
pend  upon  the  safety  and  good  behaviour  of  the 
King’s  Majesty,  as  upon  a  comfortable  instrument 
of  God’s  mercy  granted  to  this  country,  for  the 
maintaining  of  his  kirk,  and  ministration  of  justice 
amongst  us ;  w'e  protest  and  promise  with  our 
hearts,  under  the  same  oath,  hand  writ,  and  pains, 
that  we  shall  defend  his  person  and  authority  with 
our  goods,  bodies,  and  lives,  in  the  defence  of 
Christ  his  evangel,  liberties  of  our^country,  ministra¬ 
tion  of  justice,  and  punishment  of  iniquity,  against 
all  enemies,  within  this  realm  or  without,  as  we 
desire  our  God  to  be  a  strong  and  merciful  defen¬ 
der  to  us  in  the. day  of  our  death,  and'  coming  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  to  whom,  with  the  Father 
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and  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  all  honor  and  glory  cter- 
naiiy.  Amen* 

*  On  tli«  days  of  public  Covenanting;  in  the  Associate  Church, 
the  Xationi'il.t’ovenant,  as  far  as  this  paragraph,  and  the  Solemn 
Jfjeague,  are  read  pablickly.  The  General  Associate  Synod  as- 
sig'iis  tlitsc  reasons  for  it:  “  llecause  the  solemn  work  to  he 
toga  red  is  iii  a  recognizing  of  tile  obligations  of  tliese.  Cove¬ 
nants  ;  and  hccaust  ttie  confession  of  sins  to  be  made' is.  an  ac- 
l:;i  iwledgment  at  the  sins  liierein  insnlioned,  as  breaches  of 
ill 3  law,  and  the  engagement  to  these  duties,  as  binding  on  us  by 
the  oaui  oftheCovenaiits  as  well  as  by  God’s  law.” 

Test,  of  the  General  Assoc.  Synod  of  Scotland,  p.  297. 

THE  FOURTH  OF  .JULY,  1326. 

The  return  of  this  anniversary  always  produces 
considerable  excitement,  as  cur  readers  know,  in 
i!io  United  States.  The  late  -llh  of  July  has 
awakened  a  new  and  extraordinary  interest,  well 
calculated  to  keep  alive  among  us  the  Whig  feel¬ 
ing,  which  had  began  to  lag  bebind  a  little  in  the 
young  generation,  that  has  taken  place  of  Ihs 
men  who  achieved  our  Revolution.  It  was  called 
the  national  jubilee,  but  by  a  mistake  ;  for,  from 
1776  to  1326,  arc  precisely  fifty  years.  As  the  fif¬ 
tieth  year  was  the  year  of  jubilee,  in  the  Jewish 
Commonwealth,  the  jubilee  day,  or  the  blowing 
ofthelrunipct  of  emancipation  to  set  free  all  thels- 
raoiitish  slaves,  was  in  the  first  month  of  the  fiftieth 
year;  our  jubilee,  then,  yvas  the  4th  of  July,  1825. 
But  theword  jubilee  isgrateful  to  the  human  ear,  and 
peculiarly  delightful  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States;  and,  its  being  called  the  day  of  jubilee, 
even  by  men  wlio  know  little  of  the  Holy  Scrip¬ 
tures  and  especially  of  the  Old  Testament,  created 
an  excitement,  somewhat  unusual  among  all  ranks. 

There  was  another  occurrence,  too,  which  made 
the  day  to  be  awaited  with  more  than  ordinary  ex¬ 
pectation.  The  Mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
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to  immortalize  his  administration,  had  proposed 
that  the  corporation  should  invite  the  four  living 
ex-presidents,  Adams,  Jetferson,  Madison  and 
Monroe,  to  ajipear  in  New-York  on  the  soi  disant, 
jubilee,  and  unite  with  the  citizens  in  its  festivities. 
Tliis  was  known  at  the  scat  of  the  general  govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  })cople  of  Wasliington  issued  an 
invitation  to  those  conspicuous  and  aged  vete¬ 
rans  of  the  revolution,  to  unite  in  the  rejoicings  of 
that  citv. 

The  people  of  the  country  precipitated  them¬ 
selves  almost  en  masse  u{)on  the  metropolis  of^cw- 
York,  the  Governor  descended  to  the  city  from  Al¬ 
bany,  and  the  most  splendid  preparations  had  been 
made  to  gratify  every  diversity  of  taste  which  as¬ 
sembled.  Oxen  were  roasted  whole,  beer  and  ci¬ 
der  were  bought  by  waggon  loads  to  treat  the 
people,  bowers  and  stages  w'ere  erected,,  a  profu¬ 
sion  of  fire  works  were  prepared,  the  theatres  were 
fitted  up  with  splendid  decorations,  baU;  rooms 
were  festooned,  ami  all  places  of  fashionable  re¬ 
sort  were  set  off  with  rich  decorations.  Volun¬ 
teer  corps  were  on  duty  by  the  dawn  of  day,  bells 
were  rung  to  greet  the  opening  of  the  morning,. 
“  sacred  to  liberty.”  Sermons  were  prepared  for 
some  pulpits;  and- prayers  for  others.  In  addition 
to  all  these  vast  preparations  an  equestrian  statue 
of  Washington,  rnad.o  in  plaster  of  Paris,  by  an 
Italian  artist,  was  prepared  to  adorn,  the  park,  in, 
front  of  Federal  Ilall. 

But  the  presidents  did  not  arrive,  as  certainly 
ihosewho  knewtheir  agonnd  infirmities,  rnu.st  fiavc 
anticipated.  They  sent  letters  of  apolosry,  howev¬ 
er,  which  were  read  by  many  with  avidity.  Tlieir 
absence  was  little  regarded,  as  amidst  the  bustle, 
the  excitement  and  the  labour  of  the  day,  hardly 
any  one  had  time  to  think  of  the.m.  A  powerful 
e.vcitement  among  the  people  awakens  unusual 
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allcnllon  to  every  tiling  seen  and  heard.  It  was 
<0  in  iNew  York  on  that  day.  .  The  declaration  of 
independence  was  heard  almost  as  if  it  never  had 
l)c;en  proriiulged  before.  The  speeches  of  the 
day  had  a  new  interest  imparted  to  them,  and  a 
deep  impression  of  the  value  of  liberty  was  made 
upon  the  assembled  and  rejoicing  thousands. 

riomc  of  these  and  other  circumstances  were 
calculated  to  give  great  pain  to  a  good  and  calm 
observer  of  the  passing  events  of  the  day.  The 
statue  of  W ashington  was  conducted  along 
I  jhoadway,  the  princifial  street  of' the  city,  from  the 
shop  of  the  artist  to  the  Park,  on'  the -Lord’s  day 
preceding.  I’he  lire  companies  held  their  cele¬ 
bration  in  a  Presbyterian  church  inChatham-street. 
The  music  was  rich,  the  oration  good  and  well 
spoken,  by  a  young  gentleman  of  tlie  bar.  All 
this  was  not  to  be  condemned.  But  when  the 
procession  advanced  along  the  aisles  of  the  church 
in  front  of  the  pulpit,  and  introduced  into  the  sa¬ 
cred  desk,  where  the  cle'rgyman  was  seated  who 
was  to  addre.ss  tlve  throne  of  grace,  a  flag,  with  a 
naked  portrait  of  Neptune,  the  heathen  God  of 
the  sea  and  two  ether  naked  fisures — tritons, 
one  blowing  his  trumpet  for  Neptune  to  bring  wa¬ 
ter  to  citinguish  the  fires,  Christian  sensibility 
must  have  been  shocked.  Phorcas  another  hea¬ 
then  God  of  the  sea  was  also  seen  on  the  side  of 
llic  picture,  for  what  purpose  we  know  . not,  unless 
to  honor  gratuitously  heathen  divinities.  How 
utterly  preposterous  all  this  was,  we  leave  to  the 
Christian  judgment  of  our  readers.  The  address, 
speeches,  &c.  gave  glory  to  revolutionary  heroes; 
whom  one  would  have  thought  to  be  at  least  de- 
mi-gods  ;  and  not  to  the  God  of  Heaven.  What 
was  the  dissipation  of  that  night,  must  be  disclos¬ 
ed  on  another  day. 

The  luxury  of  the  dinners,  was  certainly  such  as 
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might  sufl’use  with  a  blush  the  cheek  of  any  good^ 
any  sober  man.  We  might  refer  to  the  bill  of  fare, 
ibr  the  Corporation,  with  which  we  have  been 
furnished  by  a  member  of  the  Cincinnati  society, 
who  partook  of  the  sumptuous  entertainment. 

While  tlie  people  were  thus  rejoicing  God  sent 
into  the  land  that  death,  which  ‘  is  the  wages  of  sin.* 
Within  the  year  of  Jubilee,  ora  few  hours  before!  lie 
hour  of  the  promulgation  of  independence,  by  the 
convention,  died  Tlionias  Jefferson,  and  soon  af¬ 
ter  that  hour,  John  Adams.  They  were  summoned 
to  far  other  scenes,  than  fourth  of  July  festivities 
in  New-York  or  Washington.  Mr.  Adams  lived 
anddied  with  the  reputation ofaSocinian,  and  Mr. 
Jefferson  with  that  of  a  Deist.  Those  who  have 
canonized  them  when  living,  have  demonized  them 
when  dead — against  such  canonization  of  any 
mortal,  and  especially  against  the  apotheosis  of 
men  of  such  irreligious  principles,  we  enter  our 
most  solemn  protest.  Indeed,  ungodly  men  have 
pushed  this  business  so  far,  as  to  alarm  the  Chris¬ 
tian  feeling  of  all  good  men  of  all  parties  in  the 
United  States.  “  He  that  believeth  not  is  con¬ 
demned  already.”  “  Without  holiness  no  man 
shall  see  the  Lord.  “  To  their  own  master,  thev 
shall  stand  or  fall!”  **  Watch  and  pray  lest  ye 
enter  into  temptation/* 


DR.  MILLSPAUGH*S  ADDRESS.  ^ 

We  have  been  politely  favored  with  tlie  followirg’  Adc^ress 
of  Dr.  Millspau^h,  Presidf  nt  of  the  Orange  County' Medical 
St/citriy.  It  was  read  in  Cohen  on  the  Jiily  anniversai}  of 
Society,  1825.  It  may  ije  the  lueai  s,  at  this  season  of 
the  year,  of  saving  lives.  ComiriOi*  reacieii  will  excust  the 
insertion  of  a  paptrr,  that  may  Le  thought  to  l.elorg  to  tjno- 
tiler  de partmeni  of  litei <.tu; e.  So  valuable  a  paper,  as  we 
think  this,  deserves  to  Ic  p»it  on  record. 

Gentlemcv — De\oted  to  tl^e  interests  of  the  me- 
dical  profession  generally,  und  this  society  in  par- 
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ticuiar,  I  cheerfully  and  obediently  conform  to  the 
requisitions  ot  the  bye-laws,  in  addressing  you  on 
this  occasion. 

Nothing  remarkable  has  occurred  in  the  history 
of  diseases  during  the  past  year-.  No  devastating 
epidemic  has  been  commissioned  to  lay  waste 
any  portion  of  this  section  of  our  country.  The 
city  of  New-York,  our  great  commercial  empori¬ 
um,  which  in  former  years  was  so  severely  scourged  , 
has,  during  the  past,  in  the  kind  providence  of 
God,  been  exempt  from  the  pestilence  “  that  wast- 
cth  at  noon  day.” 

We  have  not  been,  however,  exempt  from  dis¬ 
ease.  The  most  prominent  that  have  occurred, 
since  our  last  anniversary  (the  period  which  we 
now  review)  are  intermittent  and  remittent  fevers, 
influenza,  and  pneumonia  typhoides.  They  have 
been  successively  prevalent ;  the  two  former  of 
which  may  justly  be  regarded  as  the  endemic  of 
the  county.  To  the  diseases  enumerated,  and  in 
the  order  they  have  been  mentioned,  permit  me, 
gentlemen,  to  call  your  attention. 

The  autumnal  intermittents  and  remittents  of 
1824  were  often  combined'.  It  was  not  unusual 
to  And  a  remittent  tertian,  run  through  one  and 
sometimes  two,  complete  hebdomadal  periods, 
and  then  terminate  critically,  without  any  ma¬ 
terial  alteration  or  modification  of  type :  and 
it  frequently  happened,  that  a  fever  purely  remit¬ 
tent  in  the  beginning  would  continue  for  three 
days  in  succession  as  such,  when  on  the  fourth  a 
complete  intermission  occurred,  and  on  the  fifth 
return  in  the  form  of  an  intermittent.  This  mixt 
form  of  fever  did  not,  I  think,  so  frequently  relapse, 
a  circumstance  to  be  attributed  perhaps  to  the 
greater  exertions  made  in  the  commencement  for 
relief.  These  are  the  only  circumstances  that 
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liave  distinguished  this  form  of  fever  from  tliaf 
Avhich  occurred  several  years  previous,  save  that 
it  has  not  been  so  general,  or  difficult  to  cure. 

The  great  prevaience  and  universality  cf  lliis 
disease  lias  made  every  one  acquainted  with  its 
general  form  and  character.  And  as  such  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  disease,  is  supposed  by  the  unprofession- 

•  al,  a  sufficient  qualification  for  the  cure,  all  have 
become  prescribers.  It  is  to  this  vulgar  error, 
that  we  are  indebted  for  so  many  nostrums,  and 
abominable  absurdities  in  the  treatment  of  inter¬ 
mittent  fever ;  and  to  this  also,  that  the  cure  is 
rendered  exceedingly  difficult  and  tedious  in  the 
hamls  of  the  most  enlightened  physician  ;  lor,  it  is 
not  until  the  family,  and  friends  of  the  patient, 
have  exliausteJ  their  constantly  accumulating  ma¬ 
teria  medica,  that  the  family  physician  is  even 
consulted  or  invited  to  attend. 

The  materia  medica  furnishes  a  groat  variety 
of  efficient  articles  for  the  cure  of  intermilteni  fe¬ 
ver.  And,  were  we  to  give  full  credit  to  the  ac¬ 
count  of  every  writer  upon  his  favourite  remedy, 
each  article  would  seem  to  be  certainly,  and 
equally  efficacious  in  its  curative  efl'ects.  Hut  ob¬ 
servation  and  experience  teach  us  dift’ercntly.  For, 
notwithstanding  the  power  of  the  materia  nicdic!i, 
the  disease  is  oftentimes  not  only  tediousand  of  dif¬ 
ficult  cure,  but  productive  of  tlie  most  distressing 
consequences  for  the  remainder  of  life. 

The  treatment  in  intermittent  fever,  consists  in 

•  those  means,  which  may  be  employed  during  a 
paroxism,  to  arrest  its  progress,  or  mitigate  its  vio¬ 
lence  ;  and  those  which  are  calculated  to  prevent 
a  return  and  thereby  effect  a  complete  cur  e.  This 
has  always  formed  the  general  plan  of  curc>  as 
well  under  the  direction  of  quacks,  as  the  most 
enlightened  and  scientific. 

7’oput  a  stop  to  the  fit  after  it.  has  commenced. 
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(an  important  part  of  the  cure,  too  much  neglect- 
etl  in  common  practice,)  recourse  should  be  had 
to  hu'Janiim,  warm  cordial,  and  diaphoretic  drinks, 
pediluvium  and  fomentation.  Laudanum  should  ' 
1)0  administered  if  practicable  in  full  dose  half  an 
hour  before  the  cold  stage  is  e.xpccted,  and  if  not¬ 
withstanding  shivering  comoon,  must  be  repealed 
every  twenty  minutes  in  doses  of  twelve  or  fifteen 
(lrop.s  until  the  spirits  arc  exhilarated  or  the  chills 
subdued.  This  simple  plan  of  treatment  (with 
such  modilication  as  may  be  indicated  in  particu- 
lac  cases,)  is  of  itself  sutiicieid  for  the  cure  of  a 
large  proportion  of  the  cases  which  occur,  if  dili¬ 
gently  prosecuted  for  fall  septenary  course.  And 
i  would  observe,  that  cares  ctfected  in  this  way. 
are  not  only  safe,  but  complete — the  patient  ge¬ 
nerally  less  liable  to  relapse. 

A.mong  the  most  celebrated  remedies,  in  the 
cure  of  intermittents,  we  recognize  chinchona,  bit¬ 
ters,  sulphrato  of  quinine,  mineral  solution,  prussiate 
of  iron  and  opium.  These  are  all  esteemed  as 
stimulants  or  fonics,  and  therefore  admissible  in 
the  apyri.xial  state  only..  They  are  all  oftentimes 
cither  separately  or  conjointly,  and  even  after  im¬ 
perfect  evacuation  in  the  commencement, 

The  a<lvantagc  of  tonics  and  astringents  is  ac- 
knowiodged  by  all  who  are  familiar  with  the  dis¬ 
ease.  The  priipor  time  and  care  fer  administering 
!  hem  is  a  subject  too  frequently  overlooked.  The 
l)ark  cannot  be  given  in  safety  until  after  proper 
evacuation.  The  practice  of  giving  it  immediate¬ 
ly  alter  a  purgative  or  emetic,  or  botli,  seems  im¬ 
proper  o.n  many  accounts.  When  taken  very 
.‘ioon,  congestion  of  some  of  the  abdominal  vicera 
:s  favoured  ;  if  there  e.xist  an  inflammatory  diathe¬ 
sis,  it  will  be  increased  ;  the  fits  instead  of  being 
3topt,  will  often  be  aggravated,  and  their  suspen¬ 
sion  more  diflicu't  and  tediou.?.  It  would  be  a 
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good  rule,  in  ordinary  cases,  never  to  give  the  bark, 
or  any  other  tonic  till  near  the  termination  of  the 
first  week.  A  powerful  effort  made  about  this 
tirhe  with  bark  will  do  most  good,  and  is  general¬ 
ly  more  successfully  administered  than  at  any 
other  time.  It  should  always  be  given  in  large 
quantities,  if  received  by  the  stomach,  and  gradu¬ 
ally  increased  until  the  accession  of  the  cold  stage. 
If  the  disease  does  not  terminate  after  two  or  three 
days  trial  at  most,  the  plan  of  treatment  should  be 
changed,  and  some  other  tonic  substituted  in  its 
place.  A  small  quantity  of  Virginian  snake  root 
and  carbonate  ofsoda  added  to  the  bark  is  the  best 
plan  of  giving  it. 

The  same  general  rule  will  always  apply  in  the 
administration  of  bitters,  and  sulphate  of  quinine. 

Fowler’s  mineral  solution  has  acquired  great  ce* 
lebrity  in  the  cure  of  intermittents,  and  I  regret 
to  say  has  been  too  generally  and  indiscriminately 
used  in  this  country.  This  article  if  relied  upon  in 
the  cure  of  an  obstinate  case,  will  inflict  an  irrepara¬ 
ble  injury  upon  the  stomach  ;  produce  ulceration, 
and  swellings,  and  create  a  strong  predisposition  to 
dropsy.  I  have  witnessed  the  production  of  as¬ 
cites,  in  more  than  one  case  by  this  medicine.  But 
notwithstanding  these  objections,  there  arc  parti¬ 
cular  cases,  in  which  it  may  be  given  with  more 
prospect  of  success,  than  any  other  medicine. 
There  are  patients  of  a  spare  habit,  foul  sordid 
tongue,  and  all  cases  accompanied  w'ith  constant 
pain  in  the  head  and  which  evince  a  disposition  to 
typhus. 

•The  prussiate  of  iron  has  been  within  a  few  years 
successfully  applied  in  the  cure  of  intermittents, 
by  Dr.  Schellikoffer,  of  Baltimore.  I  am  unable 
to  say  how  extensively  this  article  may  have  been 
used — but  can  w  ith  confidence  speak  favorably  of 
it.  It  may  be  given  safely,  after  proper  ovacua? 
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;ion  in  any  stage,  at  any  period,  and  in  any  form  of 
the  disease  ;  and  may  be  advantageously  conti¬ 
nued  in  cronic  cases  longer  than  any  other  reme- 

In  its  effects  upon  the  system  we  discourse  not, 
being  dissimilar  to  other  ferruginous  preparations. 
Prussiate  of  iron  in  its  operation  evinces  all  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  a  powerful  and  permanent  tonic.  In  this 
respect  we  cannot  too  highly  appreciate  it,  as  bet¬ 
ter  answering  the  intention  of  cure  in  long  and 
obstinate  cases.  The  quantity  of  this  medicine, 
juay  be  safely  increased  to  a  dram  in  twenty-four, 
hours. 

There  are  certain  cases  in  which  this  medicine  is 
more  particularly  indicated.  When  a  torpid,  and 
even  congested  or  obstructed  state  of  the  liver,  or 
any  of  the  abdominal  vicera  have  previously  exist¬ 
ed,  or  are  brought  on  by  the  action  of  the  disease, 
tlie  prussiate  will  produce  the  most  salutary  effect ; 
and  in  all  such  cases,  wiH  be  found  more  prompt 
and  complete  in  its  operatiolv4han  calomel,  and 
all  the  other  parapharnalia  of  a  diobstruent 
course.  There  is  another  case,  in  which  I  know 
of  no  equivalent  substitute  for  this  preparation. 
It  is  the  case  of  infantile  convulsions,,  which  so 
frequently  attend  the  paroxysms  of  this  fever.  If 
given  in  proper  quantity,  apportioned  to  the  age 
of  the  patient,  it  will  in  twenty  four-hours  sus¬ 
pend  the  convulsions  ;  very  soon  the  paroxysms 
of  fever  ;  and  if  persisted  in,  will  quickly  repair 
the  ravages  produced  in  the  system  by  disease.  To 
what  has  been  said  upon  this  subject,  I  would 
here  add,  that  the  chimaphila  umbellata,  in  the 
form  of  decoction,  rendered  grateful- to  the  taste 
by  aroma  and  fine  sugar,  together  with  the  use  of 
laudanum  as  before  advised,  constitute  one  of  the 
most  efficacious  remedies  in  the  ague  and  fever, 
of  infants  and  small  children. 
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Women  in  a  state  of  pregnancy  are  very  apt  to 
become  the  subjects  of  ague  and  fever,  at  every 
period  of  gestation.  There  are  other  perplexing 
cases,  and  not  always  without  danger.  The  best 
general  plan  of  treatment,  in  such  cases  is,  bleed- 
■  ing  purging  and  laudanum.  A  single  bleeding  in 
the  hot  stage,  has^  put  an  end  to  tlie  fits.  The 
purging,  which  ought  to  be  of  jallap  and 
cream  of  tartar,  should  be  procured  in  the  apy- 
rexial  state,  and  the  laudanum  given  in  anticipa- 
tion  of  the  cold  stage. 

Before  this  part  of  the  review  is  dismissed,  I 
cannot  help  expressing  rny  conviction  of  the  im* 
portance  of  the  subject,  iny  own  consciousness  of 
having  failed  to  do  it  that  justice  which  its  magni¬ 
tude  requires,  and  at  the  same  time  do  most  ear¬ 
nestly  solicit  the  further  examination  of  it  by  the 
members  of  this  society.  By  collecting  and  col¬ 
lating  the  united  information  of  the  protession,  we 
easily  attain  a  correct  knowledge  of  diseases,  and 
the  most  successful  plan  of  cure.  The  interest 
which  we  have  in  common  with  the  rest  of  society, 
as  well  as  professional  duty  and  improvement, 
urge  me  to  make  this  appeal  to  your  candor  and 
public  spirit. 

A  knowledge  of  the  universality,  obstinacy,  and 
consequences  of  ague  and  fever  has  been  co-exten- 
sive  with  a  knowledge  of  the  county,  and  is  often 
urged  by  strangers  as  an  objection  to  settling  or 
becoming  employed  in  it,  especially  on  or  near 
the  banks  of  the  Wallkill.  Should  this  opinion, 
founded  on  facts,  continue  to  prevail,  it  will  in  all 
probability  retard,  as  it  certainly  has,  materially  in¬ 
terrupted  the  manufacturing  interests  of  the  coun¬ 
ty.  I  do  not  believe  we  shall  be  enabled  by  any 
new  discovery  to  destroy  or  change  the  epidemic 
constitution  of  the  atmosphere ;  the  liability  of  the 
system  to  disease,  or  to  point  out  any  certain  means 
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of  prevention  ;  but,  I  do  believe,  we  may  succeed, 
by  a  collation  of  facts  and  experience,  in  improv¬ 
ing  very  much  the  practice  in  all  respects,  and 
more  particularly  as  it  respects  unacclimated  per- 

sons. 

Remitting  fever  did  not  frequently  occur  dur- 
iiig  the  last  season  ;  but,  has  been  more  prevalent 
the  present.  The  cases  generally  niild,  terminat¬ 
ing  within,  one,  f<r  at  most  two  septenary  periods. 
Vascular  depletion  and  intestinal  evacuation,  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  ablution,  were  all  that  this  fever  requir¬ 
ed,  if  reasonably  and  judiciously  apjdied.  During 
the  present  season  it  has  been  more  frequently  at¬ 
tended  with  affections  of  the  chest. 

During  the  two  last  autumnal,  all  the  winter  and 
vernal  months,  inffuenza  has  been  epidemical, 
over  all  the  northern  states.  In  many  places  it  has 
been  unusually  severe,  and  often  with  the  aged 
and  infirm  fatal. 

As  usual  in  epidemic  catarrh,  the  attack  was' 
sudden,  seizing  a  whole  family,  in  some  instances, 
in  ihe  course  of  a  few  hours.  It  rarely  con¬ 
tinued  over  a  week ;  frequently  terminating  by 
.spontaneous  sweating,  expectoration  or  diarrhcca. 
With  ordinary  care,  and  avoiding  unnecessary  ex-- 
posure,the  disease  soon  ceased  to  be  troublesome ; 
but  when  neglected  and  treated  as  a  slight  cold, 
(which  was  indeed  too  often  the  case)  relapses 
were  frequent ;  all  the  symptoms  became  aggravat¬ 
ed,  and  that  which  in  the  commencement  w'as 
lightly  esteemed,  was  converted  into  a  disease  of 
an  alarming  and  truly  interesting  nature. 

The  late  inffuenza  differed  materially  from  that 
which  occurred  in  the  summer  of  1806,  and  autumn 
of  1815.  Neither  of  them  were  liable  to  such  fre¬ 
quent  relapses,  nor  productive  of  such  serious  con^ 
sequences  to  the  general  health  of  persons  predis¬ 
posed  to  any  disease.  The  epidemic  of  1824 
proved  fatal  to  most  of  the  aged  who  were  seized ; 
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and  by  its  ravages  we  have  been  left  to  lament  and 
mourn  the  loss  of  some  of  tlic  most  eminent  and 
useful  . members  of  society,  in  diiferent  parts  of  the 
United  States.  It  e.xcited  a  most  destructive  influ¬ 
ence  upon  persons  predisposed  to  phthisics,  and 
particularly  where  that  predisposition  was  a  conse¬ 
quence  of  measles. 

The  treatment  was  simple  and  for  the  most  part 
efficacious  in  a  few  days.  It  consisted  of  antimo- 
nials,  mild  purgatives,  expectorants,  and  inhala¬ 
tion  of  stearn.  When  the  attack  was  uncommon¬ 
ly  violent,  accompanied  by  pain  in  head,  chest,' 
back  and  limbs  with 'ferer,  bleeding,  pediluvium 
and  epispastics  were  necessarily  premised.  It  was 
necessary,  however,  to  guard  against  the  conse¬ 
quences  of  carrying  this  treatment  too  far,  the  dis¬ 
ease  being  apt  to  assume  the  typhoid  character 
in  its  process.  In  the  advanced  stage  of  the  dis¬ 
ease  it  often  became  necessary  to  support  the. 
strength  by  tonics.  In  the  chronic  form;  calomel 
opium  and  ipicac,  and  if  the  circulation  Vvas  much, 
accelerated,  digitalis  became  eminently  useful. 

During  the  last  winter  and  spring,  there  hap« 
pened  a  greater  number  of  cases  of  pneumonia 
typhoides,  in  this  county,  than  at  any  other  period’ 
since  the  winter  of  1812-13.  It  bad  not  been 
known  by  that  name  in  this  country  before  the 
year  1812.  And  however  just  and  characteristic 
it  may  be,  in  some  cases  of  the  apparent  nature 
and  properties  of  the  disease,  it  is  in  general  liable 
to  many  objections,  and  eminently  calculated  to* 
mislead  in  practice. 

From  the  term  pneumonia  typhoides,  we  infer- 
a  disease  or  fever,  attended  with  pneumonic  in¬ 
flammation  in  the  commencement,  assuming  a  ty¬ 
phus  character  in  its  progress  and  end.  If  the 
name  given  was  always  appropriate  and  charac¬ 
teristic  of  the  nature  of  the  disease,  we  would  ihva- 
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II ably  find  pneumonic  inflammation  in  the  begin¬ 
ning,  as  a  pathognomonic  mark  of  its  existence. 
But,  who  that  is  acquainted  with  the  disease  will 
pretend  to  say,  that  the  lungs  are  in  every  case 
unduly  affected,  or  when  they  are,  that  that  af¬ 
fection  is  primary,  and  prevails  through  the  course 
of  the  disease  ?  On  the  contrary  is  it  not  a  fact, 
that  the  lungs  are  almost  in  every  case  secondari¬ 
ly  affected,  and  then  the  affection,  evidently  a 
metastasis  from  some  other  organ  ?  If  it  therefore 
he  true  that  the  lungs  are  not  primarily  affected, 
with  phlegmonous  inflammation,  the  inference  fol¬ 
lows,  and  cannot  be  resisted,  the  term  pneumonia 
ivphoides  is  improperly  applied — and  a  name  so 
full  of  meaning  is  calculated  to  mislead.  Objec-, 

I  tions  equally  strong  may  be  offered  against  ty- 
|j  phus  character.  But  what  may  it  be  called  t 
Here  I  am  aw'are  of  much  difficulty.  I  do  not  ex¬ 
pect  to  receive  the  consent  and  approbation  of 
all,  by  naming  a  disease  of  such  a  Proteus  charac- 
I  ter,  appearing  so  unlike  in  different  places,  and  in 
different  persons  in  the  same  place  ;  but,  may  ex¬ 
pect  the  severest  criticism  from  both  the  prejudic¬ 
ed  and  sceptical.  I  will,  therefore,  be  content, 
and  believe  myself  supported  by  the  facts,  to  con¬ 
sider  this  disease,  when  primarily  affecting  the 
lungs,  as  the  catarrhus  sufibcativus  of  Vauva'sses 
tlie  peripneumonia  nothaof  Cullen,  and  the  febris 
hyemalis  of  the  writers  of  the  last  century,  when 
the  head,  liver,  kidneys,  liip,  &c.  are.primarily  af¬ 
fected.  This  to  me  is  evident,  and  w'ere  it 
not  for  trespassing  upon  your  time  and  pa¬ 
tience,  susceptible  of  the  clearest  demonstration. 

The  fever  which  prevails  is  always  symptomatic 
arising  from  an  erysepalitious  inflammation  of  the  • 
organ  primarily  affected,  and  is  more  or  less  vio¬ 
lent,  in  proportion  to  the  violence,  extent,  or  con- 
tinu  inee  of  this  species  of  inflammation,  and  the 
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particular  organ  upon  which  it  is  located.  Wheu 
the  brain  or  its  meinbrancs  are  attae.kcti,  the  fever 
is  always  most  severe,  and  the  disease  most  difficult 
to  manage.  In  this  case,  however,  I  would  re¬ 
mark,  that  life  is  often  destroyed  in  the  formative 
stages,  before  the  symptomatic  affection  or  fever  to 
any  considerable  degree  has  taken  place.  When 
the  liver,  spleen,  kitlneys  or  hip  are  attacked,  the 
fever  is  at  iirst  quite  mild,  the  puhse  quickened,  and 
the  licat  of  t.he  system  moderately  increased.  But 
ere  all  these  symptoms  can  progressively  ripen  into 
typhus,  [a  dry  sordid  tongue,  pungent  heat,  a 
quick  pulse',  and  low  muttering  tfelirium]  gangrene 
aitd  mortification  close  a  scene  of  the  most  ine.v- 
pressible  distress,  by  or  bcl’oro  the  seventh  day. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  bleeding,  purg¬ 
ing,  calomel,  o[)ium  and  alcohol  have  been  indis¬ 
criminately  usetl  and  relied  upon  for  its  cure ; 
all  when  so  used,  I  am  confident,  equally  objec¬ 
tionable  and  destructive.  In  every  form  of  the  di¬ 
sease,  except  it  may  be  the  pulmonic,  moderate 
purging  with  calomel,  given  in  moderate  doses 
and  at  proper  intervals  in  the  beginning,  is  indis¬ 
pensably  necessary  ;  but,  if  neglected,  or  omitted 
until  the  first  stage  of  the  disease  is  past  off,  useless 
or  injurious. 

Bleeding  I  have  never  seen  useful  in  any  but 
the  pulmonic  form.  And  here  not  •  to  reduce  the 
inflammatory  diathesis  of  the  system,  but  to  re¬ 
lieve  the  congestion  and  facilitate  the  circulation 
through  the  .lungs;  and,  for  that  purpose  it 
is  often  necessary,  and,  m;iy  be  repoate;!  to  ad- 
vantagCi  In  this  form,  emetics  are  useful  and  ne¬ 
cessary,  (if  properly  treated  in  the  commence¬ 
ment,)  in  every  stage.  After  the  bowels  have 
been  sufficiently  evacuated,  calomel  and  opium, 
together  with  amonia  and  senika  should  be  pensc^ 
veringly  administered  ;  and,  in  cases  of.great  con- 
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sequent  debility  alcohol  and  capsicum,  blisters 
an  1  Ibrnentations  should  be  always  used  from  the 
heginnin",  until  the  topical  aft'ection  has  subsided. 
Diaphoretics  should  be  used,  if  they  do  not  take 
the  place  of  more  important  remedies.  E.xpecto- 
rants  other  than  the  polygala  senika,  already 
fti'-Mtioncd,  are  useless. 

The  diti’erent  forms  of  this  disease  which  appears 
to  me  by  far  the  most  important  and  the  most 
dangerous,  are  the^head  and  hip  cases.  The  same 
general  plan  cf  treatment  must  be  pursued  in  eve¬ 
ry  variety  of  the  disease,  changing  and  modifying 
it  as  accidental  symptoms  arise,  and  accomodat¬ 
ing  th3  practice  to  the  topical  atfection. 

Extracts  from  the  proreedin;^  of  thtr  General  Synod  of  the 

Tnu*.  ileformed  Diilch  Ciuiivh,  held  at  New-York,  June 

1320. 

The  readers  of  the  Witness  will  remember  that 
a  part  of  the  ministers  and  people  of  the  Reform¬ 
ed  Dutch  Church  seceded  from  that  body  in  the 
year  1822,  and  that  they  have  organized  two  clas¬ 
ses  and  a  general  Synod.  The  number  of  their 
congregations  is  sixteen,  and  the  number  of  their 
ministers  eleven.  The  grounds  on  which  they- 
professed  to  secede  were  the  toleration  of  Hop- 
kinsian  and  other  errors,  by  the  judicatories  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church,  and  the  relaxation  of 
discipline.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Solomon  Frceligh  of 
i\ew-Jerscy,  v.'ho  had  been  a  theological  profes¬ 
sor  under  the  synod  of  the  Dutch  church  is  the 
most  distinguished  of  that  body  of  Ministers,  who 
constitute  the  secession,  or  True  Dutch  Reformed 
Synod.  Since  their  secession,  their  numbers  have 
been  considerably  on  the  increase.  Though  wo 
have  reviewed  and  approved  some  tracts  publish¬ 
ed  by  Dr.  Fradigh  and  others,  in  vindication  of 
the  doctrines  of  Calvinism,  and  in  opposition  to 
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■  Hopkinsianisin,  and  though  we  have  reviewed  with 
disapprobation  some  Hopkinsian  pamphlets  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Eitinge  and  others,  who  are  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  from  which 
Dr.  Froeligh  and  his  associates  have  seceded' 
yet  we  have  never  made  ourselves  a  party  in  this 
contest,  in  which  considerable  warnUh  has  been 
displayed  on  both  sides.  It  has  been,  indeed,  our 
earnest  wish  that  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church 
which  our  readers  are  aware  consists  of  about  1 00 
ministers  and  1 50  congregations,  might  have  been 
preserved  with  its  force  unbroken  and  undivided, 
for  the  defence  of  the  sound  and  evangelical  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  synod  of  Dort.  A  body  so  respec¬ 
table  in  point  of  numbers,  learning,  orthodo.\y 
and  wealth,  and  in  which  there  are  so  many  god¬ 
ly  people,  as  w'e  have  reason  to  believe,  we  had 
lioped  w'ould  form  a  strong  cordon  of  posts  along, 
the  North  river,  in  the  neighborhood  of  which  the 
greater  part  of  their  congregations  are — and  that 
tl)ey  would  present  a  barrier  against  that  flood  of 
errors,  which,  from  New  England,  are  overspread¬ 
ing  the  Presbyterian  church.  In  this  hope  we  ? 
have  been  disappointed.  So  far  as  we  know,  the  mi¬ 
nisters  of  the  true  Dutch  Reformedchurch,  or  Seces¬ 
sion  church,  have  had  the  reputation  of orthodox  and 
go»dy  men ;  w'hile  the  greater  part  of  those  from 
whom  they  have  seceded,  have  sustained  a  simi¬ 
lar  character.  But  while  we  disclaim  the  making 
of  ourselves  a  party  in  relation  to  this  rupture,  we 
hold  it  to  be  our  duty,  in  noticing  those  transac¬ 
tions,  which  are  published  and  made  the  property 
of  the  Christian  public,  toex{)ress  our  approbation 
of  all  that  is  prtiseworthy.  Of  this  character  w'e 
think  the  doings  of  the  True  Reformed  Dutch 
Synod,  which  are  presented  to  the  readers  of  the 
Witness,  in  the  following  extracts  from  their  mi¬ 
nutes.  It  would  give  us  unfeigned  pleasure  to  see 
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tlie  judicatories  of  other  members  of  the  Presby* 
terian  lainily  making  such  advances,  as  the  • 
Dutch  Synod  has  made  in  relation  to  the  subjects 
refered  to  in.the  extracts.  To  our  readers  some 
brief  historical  details  may  be  necessary,  in  order 
that  they  may  have  the  entire  subjects  before  them. 
When  the  emigrants  from  Holland  organized  con- 
•Tregations  in  the  colonies  of  Nevv-York  and  New'- 
.Icrsey,  the  whole  of  their  religious  services  were 
performed  in  the  Low  Dutch  language.  They 
sang  a  version  of  the  Psalms  of  David,  in  that  lan¬ 
guage,  which  we  havenowbetbreus.  It  is  nearly  as 
literal  as  that  used  by  the  Reformed  Presbyterian, 
the  Established,  and  Secession  churches  in  Scot¬ 
land,  and  by  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  and  Se¬ 
cession  churches  in  the  United  States,  commonly, 
but  erroneously,  called  Rouse’s  Version.  By  sta¬ 
tute,  the  Reformed  Dutch  church  w'as  forbidden 
to  use  in  their  devotions  any  uninspired  psalms, 
with  the  exception  of  a  metrical  version  of  the 
apostle’s  creed.  Before  the  time  when  English 
so  far  prevailed  over  the  Dutch  language,  that  it 
was  thought  e.xpedient,  after  a  severe  conflict,  to 
adopt  in  their  church  service,  the  prevailing  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  country.  Watt’s  psalms  had  been  im¬ 
ported  from  New  England  into  the  Presbyterian 
congregations  of  New-York  and  New-Jersey,  and 
liad  supplanted  David’s.  The  greater  part  of  the 
ministers  of  the  Dutch  church,  just  emerging 
from  the  use  of  a  foreign  language,  probably  knew 
of  hardly  any  other  psalms  in  English  than  those 
of  Watt’s,  whose  heresies  were  at  that  time  but 
little  known  among  Christian  people  as  far  south 
as  New-York.  A  committee  was  appointed  by 
the  Dutch  Svnod,  and  formed  a  collection,  the 
great  part  of  which  was  from  Watt’s  Imitation. 
We  can  hardlj  persuade  ourselves  that  orthodox 
Dutchmen,  had  they  been  apprized  of  the 
VoL.  IV. — No.  VIII.  32 
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lianisin,  or  Arianism,  of  W atts,  and  had  they  known 
generally  of  the  Jiteral  and  excellent  version  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  church  of  Scotland, 
would  have  made  a  collection  so  very  remote  h  oin 
the  inspired  songs,  and  in  some  instances  so  ad¬ 
verse  to  its  spirit,  as  that  which  they  adopted. 
Their  known  tenacity  in  adhering  to  the  ortho¬ 
doxy  of  their  fathers,  forbids  the  supposition. 

The  extract  on  the  subject  of  marriage  may 
also  require,  for  its  elucidation,  the  statement  of  a 
few  facts.  In  all  the  Protestant  churches  of  the 
reformation,  and  indeed  by  the  civil  statutes  of 
those  governments  that  became  Protestant,  parties 
were  forbidden  to  marry  within  the  degrees  of  affi¬ 
nity  to  the  same  extent  as  within  those  of  consan¬ 
guinity.  A  mong  the  decrees  of  the  Synod  of  Dort, 
the  canon  on  this  subject  is  so  very  express,  that 
its  provisions  cannot  be  misunderstood.  To  the 
present  time,  this  canon  has  been  considered  as 
in  full  force  in  the  Dutch  church  in  the  United 
States.  The  same  prohibition  is  contained  in 
that  part  of  the  Westminster  Confession  w’hich  is 
retained  by  the  Presbyterian  church.  But,  like 
some  other  parts  of  their  Confession,  the  doctrine 
of  that  instrument,  on  this  point,  has  been  a  dead 
letter,  and  marriage  within  the  prohibited  degrees 
of  affinity  has  been  allow  ed  to  those,  in  full  stand¬ 
ing  as  communicants.  The  relaxation  in  the 
Presbyterian  church,  by  the  example  which  it  sets 
has  begun  to  operate  on  the  Dutch  church,  and 
in  two  successive  general  Synods,  attempts  have 
been  made  to  abolish  the  canon,  and  thus  reniove 
ah  restraints  fiorn  marriage,  within  any  degree  of 
affinity.  So  strong  is  the  party  in  opposition  to 
the  canon,  that  it  has  been  doubted  whether  thev  are 
not  a  majority.  The  friends  of  the  canon  are 
*e!ilous,.and  fiie .question  has  not  been  pushed  on 
to  a  decision.  It  is  certainly  gratifyinff  to  fnd 
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that  on  this  important  question,  the  Synod  of  the 
True  Reformed  Dutch  church,  have  taken  so  de¬ 
cided  a  stand  on  tlie  right  side. 

“Tiu  com  nittee  on  the  subject  of  Sacred  Psal¬ 
mody,  presented  their  report,  which  is  as  follows, 
viz  ; — 

“The  committee  appointed  at  the  last  stated 
meeting  of  the  General  Synod,  to  take  into  con¬ 
sideration  the  subject  of  Sacred  Psalmody,  and 
make  report  thereon  at  tliis  meeting,  submit  the 
following  as  the  result  of  their  inquiries  and  reflec¬ 
tions  : 

To  sing  the  praises  of  God  in  a  psalm,  or  hymn 
or  spiritual  song,  in  public,  private,  or  secret,  your 
committee  believe  to  be  an  ordinance  of  divine 
institution,  and  a  most  important  part  of  the  wor¬ 
ship  of  God,  our  Creator  and  Redeemer.  In  con¬ 
firmation  of  which  we  may  refer  you  to  Exod.  xv  : 

1  Citron,  xvi Ps.  cxviii,  15-:  Isa.  lii.  7-9;  Matt. 
X'.wl.  30  ;  Acts  xvi.  53  ;  and  James  v.  13.  This 
This  will  also  appear  in  a  clearer  light,  1.  From 
examples  ;  the  angels  sang  the  praises  of  Je¬ 
hovah  when  the  foundations  of  the  earth  were 
lai  1,  Job  xxxviii.  6,  7  :  when  they  announced  the 
birt'i  of  Christ  to  tlie  Shepherds,  Luke  ii.  13  14; 
and  when  th.e  four  livino;  creatures  and  the  four 

o 

nod  twenty  elders  worshipped  Him  that  liveth  for 
over  aod  ever,  Rev.  v.  1 1,  12.  The  apostles  sang 
the  praises  of  God  wlien  in  the  prison  of  Mace- 
don,  Acts  xvi.  2.3.  To  which  may  be  added  the 
examples  of  the  whole  church  on  the  shore 
of  the  Red  Sea,  in  the  temple,  by  the  rivers  of  Ba- 
hyion,  and  in  the  realms  of  glory  ;  and  of  the 
(load  of  the  church  himself  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  institution  and  celebration  of  the  Lord’ssupper. 

2.  From  the  express  commandment  of  God: 
Sing  praises  to  God,  sing  praises  ;  sing  praises 
unto  our  King,  sing  praises.  Psalm  xlvii.  1 — G. 
O  sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  song.  Psalm  xcviii. 
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1.  Let  the  word  of  Christ  dwell  in  you  richly  in 
all  wisdom  :  teaching  and  admonishing  one  ano¬ 
ther  in  psalms,  and  hymns,  and  spiritual  songs, 
singing  with  grace  in  your  hearts  unto  the  Lord. 
Coloss.  hi.  IG.  Ephes.  V.  19. 

As  to  the  manner  in  w  hich  the  praises  of  God 
should  be  sung,  your  committee  deem  it  unnecessa¬ 
ry  to  take  up  your  time  with  more  remarks  than 
this  one.  They  are  decidcly  of  opinion  that  no 
kind  of  instrumental  music  w  hatever  is  admissible 
in  the  worship  of  God.  Such  music,  under  the 
La\v,  like  other  institutions  since  abiogated,  was 
typical ;  and  typical  of  the  sweet  melody  of  gra¬ 
cious  hearts  on  earth  and  in  heaven,  and  vamshtd 
with  other  types  and  shadow’s  to  give  place  to  the 
substance.  And.as,  wheri  the  spirit  of  prayer  was 
gone,  they  invented  jiraycr  books  ;  and  when  the 
spirit  of  preaching  was  lost,  they  distrusted  God 
and  invented  the  reading  of  sermons  ;  so  also, 
ivhcn  r.'.clody  of  iho  h.cart  failed,  a  corrupt 
church  introduced  a  child-like  melody  lor  the 
car,  delighting  themselves,  and  not  Christ  the 
King. 

If  we  are  satisfied  that  God  is  to  be  praised  in  a 
.psalrn  with  the  spirit  and  with  the  understanding, 
then  a  question  arises,  whether  we  may  lawfully 
use  uninspired  compositions  for  that  purpose,  or 
whether  God  has  gi’  en  to  his  Church  a  book  of 
inspired  psalms,  to  be  used  by  his  Church  in  all 
ages  ?  Your  committee  are  fully  satisfied,  that 
all  uninspired  psalms  and  hymns,  and  songs, 
ought  to  be  rejected  ;  and  none  but  inspired 
psalms  and  hymns,  and  truly  spiritual  songs, 
should  be  used  by  the  Church  of  Christ.  The 
following  reasons  are  satisfactory  to  .the  minds  of 
your  committee,  and  may  perhaps  give  equal  sa¬ 
tisfaction  to  the  minds  of  the  members  of  Synod. 

1.  If  God  is  to  be  praised  in  a  psalm,  then  the 
\vords  should  come  from  God.  or  at  least  be 
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agreeable  to  the  word  of  God.  The  psalm  must 
speak  like  the  Law  and  Testimony,  or  it  speaks 
lies,  which  can  only  mock  God,  instead  of  prais¬ 
ing  him.  The  word  found  in  psalms  and  hymns, 
and  spiritual  songs,  ought  to  be  the  word  of  Christ. 
Coloss.  iii.  16. 

2.  If  none  but  prayers  dictated  by  the  Holy 
Ghost  can  be  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God,  and 
meet  with  the  Divine  acceptance,  your  committee 
l>elieve  this  to  be  equally  true  of  psalms.  If  we 
speak  to  ourselves,  or  if  we  speak  to  others  in 
psalms,  or  hymns,  or  spiritual  songs,  unless  the 
Holy  Ghost  speak  within  us,  we  shall  not  edify 
ourselves,  teach  others,  nor  please  the  Triune 
God. — Ephesians  v.  19^. 

3  No  man  at  any  time  can  compose,  or  .  select 
from  the  works  of  others,  a  series  of  psalms  suited 
to  the  condition  and  wants  of  the  Church  of  God 
in  all  ages.  Should  any  man  set  aside  the  work 
and  office  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  offer  himself  as 
a  substitute  to  glorify  Christ  and  edify  his  congre¬ 
gation,  it  can  only  be  regarded  as  a  mad  attempt,, 
fraught  with  danger  to  the  church;  and  full  of 
basphemy  against  the  Spirit..  We  also  find  that 
where  churches  have  left  the  book  of  God  for  a  bro¬ 
ken  cistern,  they  have  been  constrained  at  differ¬ 
ent  intervals  to  mend  the  whole  book,  or  change 
it  for  a  newer  one,  newly  come  up. 

4.  If  it  were  allowable  to  use  mere  human  com¬ 
positions  in  the  worship  of  God,  we  certainly 
should  have  the  greatest  objections  to  using  the 
compositions  of  those  who  are  enemies  of  sound 
doctrine,,  and  strangers  to  godly  experience.  Hovt 
can  two  walk  together,  or  sing  together,  unless 
they  be  agreed  ?  The  singer  and  the  composer 
must  have  one  spirit,  one  faith.  What  can  it  pro¬ 
fit  a  Calvinist  to  sing  the  productions  of  Univer^- , 
lists,^  Socinians,  Arminians,.or  Hopkinsians.^ 
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b.  The  fact  that  God  gave  unto  his  Church 
sweet  psalmists,  by  whom  his  Holy  Spirit  spake  ; 
and  a  whole  book  of  |)salms  so  spiritually  and 
swe»!tly  spoken ;  and  did,  before  the  times  of  Da¬ 
vid,  give  his  people  a  song-  to  learn, — Deut.  xxxi. 
19,  22,  30  ;  Deut.  xxxii ;  and  will,  when  time  shall 
be  no  longer  ..teach  his  redeemed  a  new  song, 
which  they  had  not  learned  before  ;  and  moreover 
besides  these,  has  scattered  several  precious  songs, 
like  gems  and  pearls,  in  ditferent  parts  of  his  tc- 
vealed  word  ;  incontestibly  proves  that  other 
psalmists  are  needless,  and,  however  sweet  or 
smooth  their  numbers,  their  compositions  are  ut¬ 
terly  useless.  All  that  the  Church  needs  is,  not 
a  new  book,  but  a  faithful  poetic  translation  of  the 
good  old  one,  which  we  already  have  in  our  pos¬ 
session.  Why  may  not  Christ  the  King  rule  in  his 
ow'n  house,  in  doctrine,  in  prayers,  in  praises  ? 
Should  any  one  revile  the  Book  of  Psalms,  given 
by  Christ,  as  unsuitable,  and  invite  others,  or  try 
himself,  to  give  a  better,  we  must  express  our  un¬ 
qualified  abhorrence  of,  and  indignation  against, 
such  conduct. 

6.  Besides,  the  sixty-ninth  article  of  church  go¬ 
vernment  allows  no  psalms  but  the  1 50  psalms  of 
David,  and  a  few  other  Scriptural  songs,  to  be 
sung  in  the  churches  of  Holland ;  and,  as  it  is 
our  desire  to  go  back  to  the  purest  days,  and  we 
find  that  the  faithful  ones  of  those  days  send  us 
where  we  ought  to  be,  viz  :  to  the  w'ords  of  Christ : 
we  are  satisfied  to  sit  down  by  the  fountains  of  liv¬ 
ing  waters. 

7.  Every  poet,  Greek  or  Roman,  ancient  or 
modern,  has  been  supposed  to  possess  the  inspira¬ 
tion  of  some  muse ;  and  no  poet  has  ever  under¬ 
taken  a  work  of  any  celebrity  without  having  first 
invoked  the  inspiration  of  some  spirit,  and  as- 

his  work  to  such  an  origin.  Milton  in- 
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voiced  the  aid  of  the  Jloly  Spirit,  but  led  by  his 
o'.vn  fancy,  no  often  left  tne  precepts  and  lines  of 
sacred  truth.  A  wild  natural  fancy,  and  a  fiery 
fjeniiis,  or  something  worse,  administer  to  the  in¬ 
tellectual  pleasures  of  carnal  men.  But  shall 
men,  for  their  sinful  delight  and  amusement,  re¬ 
quire  the  poetic  productions  of  a  carnal  or  Satan¬ 
ic  inspiration  ;  and  the  church  of  the  Lord  Christ 
he  satisfied  with  any  thing  save  the  inspi¬ 
ration  of  his  own  Holy  Spirit  ?  The  authors  of 
every  book  of  the  Bible,  and  therefore  also  of  the 
book  of  psalms,  the  holy  men  of  other  days,  spake 
as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  We  can¬ 
not  possibly  iiave  any  thing  more  suitable,  more 
sweet  more  edifying,  more  spiritual  and  e.xperi- 
mental,  than  the  book  which  God  has  so  jiiven. — 
The  church  of  God  has  then  a  right  to  say  of  hu¬ 
man  compositions  in  the  house.  What  do  ye  here  ? 
and  to  those  who  have  introduced  them.  Who 
hath  required  this  at  your  hands  ?  Restore  to  us 
the  songs  of  the  church,  the  songs  of  Zion,  given 
of  God,  which  cheered  us  in  the  night,  in  the  tem¬ 
ple,  by  the  rivers  of  Babylon,  in  the  prisons,  at 
tiie  stakes ;  and  were  used  bv  our  Lord  himself  at 
his  supper,  and  on  the  tree  of  the  cross  ! 

Now,  as  the  songs  of  the  church  of  Christ  were 
first  written  in  Hebrew,  and  a  few  of  them,  in  the 
New  Testament,  in  Greek,  a  faithful  translation  of 
them  in  metre  for  the  use  of  the  ciiurch  becomes 
necessary.  But 

Pity  religion  has  so  seldom  found 

.\  ski' fid  guide  into  poetic  ground ! 

Your  committee  have  not  had  an  opportunity 
to  examine  the  version  of  Sternhold  and  Hopkins, 
or  of  Tate  and  Brady,  and  therefore  can  form  no 
idea  of  the  excellence  of  those  first  and  rude  es¬ 
says  towards  a  poetic  translation  of.  David’s 
psalms  into  the  English  language.  If  none  other 
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could  be  found  we  might  adopt  the  first  version, 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  poef. 

Hail  Stfcr.iiiold,  tlien  !  and  Hopkins,  hail  1  Amonj 
It’  heresy  and  error  employ  the  pen, 

Tho’’  Butler's  wit.  Fo^:e’s  numbers, Prior's  tase^, 

With  ail  that  fancy  can  invent  and  please 
Adoi  n  the  polished  periods  as  they  hill, 

One  madrigal  of  their’s  is  worth  tliem  all. 

Shall  vve  adopt  Watt’s  psalms?  The  theologi¬ 
cal  tenets  of  Watts  are  now  well  know'ii.  That 
he  was  an  Armenian,  a  Sabellian,  an  Arian,  and 
therefore  a  natural  man,  an  enemy  of  Christ  and 
of  his  truth,  admits  of  no  dispute.  From  such  an 
impure  source  nothing  pure  can  be  expected.  Who 
can  bring  a  clean  thing  out  of  an  unclean?  Besides, 
his  production  professes  to  be  an  imitation,  and 
with  a  pretended  humility,  but  abominable  effron¬ 
tery,  desires  to  be  a  substitute  for  the  book  inspir¬ 
ed  by  the  Holy  Ghost ;  like  Hagar  despising  Sa¬ 
rah,  and  setting  up  claims  to  her  place  and  hon¬ 
ours.  We  must  reject  it  at  once.  It  is  matter  of 
surprise  to  us  that  men  who  knew  better,  took  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  ignorance  of  others,  and  imposed 
that  book  on  the  once  pure  church  of  our  fathers ! 

The  psalms  and  hymns  compiled  by  Dr.  Living¬ 
ston  in  1789,  and  recommended  in  the  sixty-fifth  of 
the  explanatory  articles,  which  articles,  we  are 
aware,  this  Synod  have  not  adopted,  were  mostly 
taken  from  Watts,  a  few  from  the  Wesley’s,  and 
others  elsewhere ;  and  were  long  a  subject  of  com¬ 
plaint  and  mourning  among  the  faithful  in  our 
Zion,  on  account  of  the  unscriptural  tenets  and 
false  experience  contained  and  expressed  in  many 
of  them.  At  length  some  hope  was  given  that 
we  should  have  a  better  book  of  psalms  for  the 
use  of  families,  and  of  the  public  assemblies.— 
But  we  have  been  sorely  disappointed.  The  new 
selection  by  Dr.  Livingston  is  worse  than  the  old. 
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'I’d  select  at  all  was  a  capital  error.  The  new  se¬ 
lection  professes  to  have  been  examined  by  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  General  Synod,  appointed  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  and  afterwards  by  the  General  Synod,  when 
ill  session.  The  committee  and  the  Synod  may 
have  cast  their  eyes  upon  the  bundle  of  manu¬ 
scripts  ;  but  that  they  examined  all  of  them,  or 
any  considerable  part  of  them,  as  set  forth  to  the 
church,  is  what  we  do  not  believe  :  And  as  to  the 
committee,  we  now  know  that  they  never  exam¬ 
ined  one  of  them,  their  public  declaration  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  Why  the  book,  before 
publication,  was  not  first  sent  to  every  classis, 
every-  consistory,  and  every  minister  for  their  pre- 
vio.is  exumin  ition,  your  committee  are  unable  to 
say. 

“The prevalence  of  irreligion  and  vice  among  all 
orders  an  1  ranks,  from  the  highest  magistrate 
down  to  the  lowest  citizen :  the  ia<:rC!lS"l''»  and  a?- 
gravated  violations  of  God’s  holy  day,  countenan¬ 
ce  1  in  part  by  the  authorities  of  the  land;  the  es- 
ta!)ashm3nt  by  law,  in  soine  parts  of  the  country, 
of  gaming-houses,  lotteres,  and  horse-racing;  the 
prevalence  of  numerous  heresies,  such  as  Socin- 
ianisin,  Arminiaaisin,  Hopkinsianism,  and,  in  short, 
of  all  those  principles  which  foster  the  pride  of  the 
unrenewel  he.irt  in  direct  hostility  to  the  honour 
of  Christ ;  th  e  corrupt  disposition,  existing  among 
the  different  religious  denoininations,  to  barter  pre¬ 
cious  truth  for  the  sake  of  a  false  peace ;  together 
witlj  the  opca  hostility e.xercised  against  the  friends 
of  orthidoxy  an.l  piety.  For  these,  rea^on^  your 
committee  respectfully  reco.mmend  tfos^yn^  the 
a  I )  )tio  1  of  tine  following  resolution,  vi^*T 

“  Causes  of  Fasting. — Resolved,  that  the  first 
Thursday  in  September  next  be  observed  by  all 
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churches  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  .Synod,  as 
a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation,  and  prayer.” 

“  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  incestuous  marriages,  reported  the  follow¬ 
ing  preamble  and  resolution,  which  were  adopt¬ 
ed,  viz : 

"  Whereas  it  appcai»  that  the ’marriage  of  a 
man  with  the  sister  of  his  deceased  wife  is  becom¬ 
ing  quite  frequent ;  and  that  such  persons  desire 
to  retain  their  situation  in  the  church,  that  the 
General  Asseinbiv  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  and  others,  mani¬ 
fest  a  disposition  to  countenance  such  marriages: 
And  whereas  we  cannot  but  believe  such  mar¬ 
riages  are  incestuous  and  abominable,  contrary  to 
the  word  of  God  and  the  faith  of  our  pious  fore¬ 
fathers,  among  whom  such,  an  abomination  was 
never  countenanced  or  kno.wn,  we  think  it  our 
duty  to  warn  the  churches  against  that  abomina¬ 
tion,  and  all  other  abominations  of  the  like  kind. 
That  the  marriage  of  a  man  with  the  sister  of 
his  deceased  wife  is  incestuous,  appears  fully  from 
this  reason  alone  : — A  woman  may  not  marry  two 
.brothers;  therefore  a  man  may  not  marry  two 
sisters,  for  the  sister  of  a  deceased  wile  sustains 
the  same  relation  to  the  man,  that  the  brother  of 
a  deceased  husband  does  to  the  woman.  There 
w’as  an  exception  indeed  to  the  first  rule ;  but  as 
the  reason  of  that  exception  has  died  away,  tlic 
rule  rumains  absolute.  Wherefore, 

Resolved,  that  any  man  or  woman  guilty  of 
such  aboinination,  be  immediately  subjected  to 
the  discipline  of  the  house  of  God,  agreeably  to 
the  practice. of  the  purest  days  of  the  church  of 
Holland.” 
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Items  of  Intelligence. 

XTEZaS  OF  mTEEIiZOENCE. 

j\Ir.  Ozoen’s  Harmony,  a  Monstrous  Misnomer. 

A  gentleman  of  the  first  respectability,  writes 
from  Illinois  to  a  friend  in  Philadelphia,  tliat  Mr. 
Owen’s  new  settlement.  Har.vionv,  has  increased 
in  number  to  1 130  men  ;  and  adds  that  it  is  “  as 
sad  an  assemblage  of  infidels  and  atheists  as  ever 
was  collected.”  There  is  no  worship  among  the 
Harmonites — vice,  profaneness  and  infidelity  will 
increase  of  course ;  and  to  our  own  feelin  gs  it 
seems  that  this  establisliment  which  is  the  professed 
otfspring  of  infidelity  can  be  considered  in  no  other 
light  than  that  of  a  moral  experiment  made  with 
such  combustible  liiaterials  as  shall  at  length  pro¬ 
duce  a  tremendous  explosion,  like  that  of  a  France 
in  miniature.  Good  will  doubtless  come  out  of  it 
imt  what  will  become  of  tlic  exoerimenters  !— 

4 

IVestern  Recorder. 

rnOFOSALS. 

for  by  subscription  Sketches  of  Aclaius 

and  Jeii’ersou,  the  Second  and  'I’hir  i  Pr-^sidents  of  the  United 
States* 

BY  JAS.  R.  WILLSON',  A.  M. 

The  declaration  and  establishment  of  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  these  states  with  the  representative 
ibrm  of  government  which  they  have  adopted, 
are  important  events  in  the  history  of  modern  na¬ 
tions.  With  these  events  the  names  of  Adams 
and  Jefferson  are  intimately  connected.  The 
violent  CvOnflict  of  those  parties,  into  which  this  re¬ 
public  was  divided,  and  which  eventuated  in  a 
change  (if  administration,  awakened  in  the  public 
nii.i  J  an  interest  that  cannot  soon  be  forgotten. 
The  protracted  lives,  the  acknowledged  talents, 
the  writings,  the  administrations,  the  doings  in 
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hems  of  Intelligence. 

private  life,  and  the  contemporaneous  deaths  of 
John  Adams  and  Thomas  Jeft’erson,  are  interest¬ 
ing  to  every  American  citizen,  and  to  every  friend 
of  the  liberties  of  the  nation.  The  religious  and 
the  moral  as  Avell  as  the  political  condition  of  so¬ 
ciety,  have  already  been,  and  vrill  yet  be  deeply 
atfected  by  the  characters,  and  the  doings  of  these 
conspicuous  American  statesmen.  It  is  under  this 
latter  aspect,  chiefly,  that  the  writer  of  these 
sketches,  intends  to  present  them  to  the  contem 
plation  of  the  public. 

As  the  author  has  been  for  many  years  engaged 
in  collecting  materials  for  a  history  of  the  United 
States,  and  about  four  years  employed  in  editing  a 
monthly  journal,  he  hopes  that  his  sources  of  in¬ 
formation  are  sufficient  to  justify  the  present  un¬ 
dertaking.  He  is,  indeed,  aware  that  it  may  be 
said  to  him  in  the  language  of  tlie  Latin  poet—' ' 

Periculosse  plenum  opus  aleae 
Tracta? :  et  incedis  pe  r  i^es 
Suppositos  dneri  doloso.” 

But  he  hopes  that  the  freedom  of  the  press  in  this 
country,  especially  since  1801,  and  the  boldne.ss 
of  discussions  on  ail  topics  connected  with  the  pub¬ 
lic  weal,  have  created  a  liberality  of  sentiment  in 
the  American  mind,  which  will  sustain  him  in  an 
impartial  narrative  of  the  whole  truth. 

CONDITIONS. 

The  work  will  be  put  to  press  as  soon  as  a  suf¬ 
ficient  number  of  subscribers  is  procured. 

It  will  consist  of  about  350  pages,  duodecimo, 
on  good  paper,  and  be  furnished  to  subscribers  in 
half  binding,  at  One  Dollar  a  copy. 

Those  who  procure  arid  become  responsible  for 
etghl  subscribers  shall  have  one  copy,  as  commis¬ 
sion. 


